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Hollday Gift Gulde
LGBTQ Picture Books

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com
contributing writer

The LGBTQ-inclusive picture books
published this year have dazzled me.
Here are some that stand out and seem
the most celebratory, perfect for holiday
giving.

In several wles of family life, the
queerness is incidental to the story:
“Too Green!” by Sumana Seeboruth,
illustrared by Maribel Castells (Bare-
foot Books), with a two-mom fam-

ily (also available in an English/Span-
ish edition); “My Mommies Buile a
Trechouse,” by Gareth Peter, illustrated
by lzzy Evans (Lantana); and two tales
that include two-dad families among
others: “Soon, Your Hands,” by Jona-
than Stutzman, illustrated by Elizabeth
Lilly (Knopf); and “Awake, Asleep” by

see MOMBIAN, page 5

Thankﬂgwmg is a good day for
reconnecting. The importance of
friends and family was never so clear
to me as it was during the Covid-19
shutdown in the spring of 2020.
I felt so isolated, I was concerned
about my mental health.

Since then, I have been uplifted
by many acts of kindness I wit-

nessed, whether in local shops or
in WhatsApp calls with struggling
friends in Africa. From people with
plenty to people with nothing, I
have encountered generous, brave
spirits who provided soothing re-
spite from the fanaticism and strife
reflected in the news and social me-
dia. Their grace, whether amid light

Gathering ourselves on a frayed Thanksglving
by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

mntnbutmg writer

or darkness, is a vicrory in itself.
The strength of character and
simple goodness of these people
lowered my stress level as I warched
a parade of threats to our liberties
march by. That helped me avoid
clinging desperately to every meager

see ROSENDALL, page 2

Courtesy photo.

On November 12, Paul Glass and
Charles D. Evans of Falmouch were
honored with this year's AARP An-
drus Award for Community Service.
Ir's AARP’s most prestigious and vis-
ible state volunteer award for commu-
nity service. They are the first married
and Black gay couple in AARP’s his-
tory to receive the award.

AARP, formerly the American As-

sociation of Retired Persons, is one

First married and Black gay couple
to recelve AARP award

by Rev. Irene Monroe
! contributing writer

of the largest organizations in the
country, focusing on issucs affecting
Americans over the age of fifty with a
membership of over 38 million mem-
bers as of 2018. The AARP Andrus
Award for Community Service is an
annual awards program developed to
honor individuals whose service is a
unique and valuable contribution to

sec MONROE, page 4

LGBTQ+ Election Results

By Lisa Keen

Keen News Service

Off-year elections are rypically dull
—with no presidential, Congressional,
or other big spotlight races on the bal-
lot. But Tuesday night’s off-year elec-
tion results had many moments for
LGBTQ people to celebrate.

Much of that success came in Vir-
ginia where Danica Roem, a trans-
gender member of the House of Del-
egates, won election to a State Senate
seat from northern Virginia. Roem
was up against a Republican oppo-
nent endorsed by Republican Gover-
nor Glenn Youngkin. by about three
points, becoming only the second
transgender woman in the US, to be
elected to a state senare. (Sarah Me-
Bride was the first, winning her state
senate seat in Delaware in 2020.)

“You attack trans kids in my dis-
trict at your own political peril” said
Roem in an interview with The Hill
newspaper.

Bisexual African American state
delegate candidate Joshua Cole was
the dramatic SIst Democrat late

Tuesday night, when his victory gave
Democrats the one seat majority they
need to keep control of the Virginia
House of Delegates. Polls and com-
mentators had widely suggested Re-
publicans might take control of the
House and Senate, giving Youngkin
the rubber stamp he needed to push
an agenda restricting abortion, ban-
ning LGBTQ-related books, and al-
lowing parent groups to take control
of public school curricula.

All seven LGBTQ candidates for
the Virginia House of Delegates won
their sears Tuesday night, and only
two of those seven were incumbents.

Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund Presi-
dent Annise Parker praised Roem,
noting that Roem faced “an unprec-
edented deluge of anti-trans hate on
the campaign trail”

“Her win tonight will make nation-
al headlines and serve as a deafening
rebuke to bigots who continue to try
and silence the LGBTQ+ community
and trans people in pardicular”

Roem will join openly gay State

see DECISION 2023, page 4

Transgender Day of
Remembrance 2023

A

A

From Tran Resistance website

Saturday Nov 18,
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Jackson Mann Community Center,
500 Cambridge St, Allston.

This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the murder of Rita Hester, a
pioneering transgender woman and
advocate from Allston. Her life not
only martered bur inspired a local

sec REMEMBRANCE, page 7

“Fame is a hollow trophy. No matter who you are,
you can only eat one pastrami sandwich at a time.”

— Wise words from Barbra Streisand.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!

Photo by lifescript, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Rosendall

Continned from page 1

scrap of good news that came along.

For example, The Advocate recently had a
headline, “Vatican Rules Transgender Catho-
lics and Babics of Same-Sex Couples Can Be
Baptized in the Church.” That is welcome as
far as it goes, but feels too little and too late.

Though brought up in the Catholic
Church, I managed to get through much of
my life as a gay man outside its good graces.
How grateful do they expect me to be for
their baby steps of tolerance? How long is one
expected to wait wretchedly in the cold be-
fore being welcomed into the feast?

Happily, I am on a more solid footing with
my family. Thanksgiving dinner will be at my
youngest sister’s house. I suppose it is a bless-
ing that the Republican voters in the family
willbeata different gathering. I love them all,
mind you, but who needs an argument over
whether America should invade Mexico, elect
a demented dictator wannabe, or whether
Nikki Haley was right to call Vivek Ramas-
wamy ‘scum” at a recent debate?

I suppose we could say things like, “Hey
turncoat, please pass the stuffing,” but thac
hardly sounds familial. Besides, my plate at
Thanksgiving is so full to start with that T
barely have room for pie, much less seconds
of anything. That’s something to be grateful
for: a day when overeating is considered a sign
of patriotism, so no one will fault my dietary
choices.

On the other hand, I could warm to a dis-
cussion of whether Sen. Tim Scotr will drop
girlfriend Mindy now that he has suspended
his presidential campaign. But beards are use-
ful in Washington; maybe she’ll sectle for be-
ing a member of the senatorial wives club.

‘Would this be a bad time to mention that
the Justice Department has investigated a
high-end brothel necwork with politicians as
customers? Personally, I think we should let
them off as long as they didn't spill national

secrets, charge it as a work-related expense, or
demonize others for indulgences they them-
sclves were enjoying. Otherwise, hey, we all
get lonely.

T am not especially grateful that fashion
critic Vanessa Friedman of The New York
Times saw fit to describe Ivanka Trump arriv-
ing at her father’s civil fraud trial “in a navy
wool coat and navy pantsuit, a black leather
tote clutched in one hand, tiny pearl studs in
her earsand with her blond hair falling in soft
waves around her face, the picture of gentle,
pulled-together professionalism and good
will”

Really? Ivanka certainly should be able to
dress nicely after she and husband Jared used
their positions to grift fortunes from the Chi-
nese and Saudis.

Nor am I grateful that Speaker “MAGA
Mike” Johnson, one of God'’s answers to those
who asked how much worse it could get, flew
to Paris for a right-wing confab a week before
alooming government shutdown.

1 am thankful, however, for the journalists
digging up the goods (or bads) on Johnson’s
far-right record; for the prosecutors hold-
ing Donald Trump accountable for his vari-
ous crimes; for my fellow citizens defending
women’s reproductive rights; for Democrats
stepping up to challenge right-wing office-
holders (for example, Colin Allred running
against Sen. Ted Cruz in Texas, and Lucas
Kunce running against Sen. Josh Hawley in
Missouri).

Iam not thankful chat the world is on fire.
It seems that hate is built into our DNA. The
people T am most grateful for this Thanks-
giving are those who dedicate themselves to
overcoming the destructive proclivity of hu-
mankind. Here’s to the peacemakers, who
persevere despite crossfire from all sides.

Amid the tumule, may you find sustenance
for body and soul.

Richard J. Rosendall is a writer and activist
at rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright © 2023 by Richard J. Rosendall.
All rights reserved.
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Board rejects replacing
an LGBTQ sports bar in
the South End with

a marijuana shop

Courtesy Adam Gaffin

www.uniuers;zﬂaui).com

On October 31, the Zoning Board of Ap-
peal today rejected a plan to replace Cathedral
Station, 1222 Washington St. in the South
End, with a marijuana dispensary.

But that doesn't necessarily mean one of the
city’s few remaining LGBTQ-focused bars will
stay open. Michael Ross, attorney for would-be
dispensary operator Nike John, said his client
didn't force Cathedral Station out; its owner
wanted to retire. In chat for the Zoom hearing,
though, Jeremy Cattani, who has worked at the
bar since 2014, called that “misrepresentarion”
and said it’s a rumor that John and Ross made
UP.

Following a long hearing, the board initally
voted 4-3 to approve John's proposed Boston
Garden dispensary, but zoning votes require at
least five votes, so the vote lost. On a second
motion, the board then voted 5-2 to reject her
plans without prejudice - which means she can
re-apply for the conditional-use permit she
needs within a year. Or she could sue in Suf-
folk Superior Court to seck to “annul” che vote.

Board members Norm Stembridge, Katie
Whewell, Jeanne Pinado and Dave Collins ini-
tially voted in favor, while Gio Valencia, David
Aiken and Chairwoman Sherry Dong voted
against. On the second vote, to deny, Stem-
bridge, Valencia, Collins, Aiken and Dong
voted yes, Whewell and Pinado voted no.

The hearing brought opposition from both
clected officials and residents on several fronts:
The pot shop would replace a beloved “safe
space” for the LGBTQ communiry at a time
when it is increasingly under attack across the
country, it would provide too much of an en-
ticement for all the kids who congregate at Pe-
ters Park and all the addicts at Mass and Cass
and Pine Street Inn, and would put both kids
in nearby daycares and people going to the
SOWA marker at risk.

“The loss of another center of our culture
would be tragic,” statc Rep. John Moran (D-
9th), who is gay, said. He called the location,
across Washingron Street from the park and
near several schools and daycare centers “very
troubling” and added that whar really “sickens
me” is what he said was evidence that John
wants to get approval for the shop and then
scll it for as much as $5 million. “That is not
the intent of the equity program,” he said, re-
ferring to the preferential treatment John gets
in the process for marijuana licenses because
she is Black.

Through aides, City Councilors Ed Flynn
(South End, South Boston, Chinatown, down-
town) and Michael Flaherty (at large) also op-
posed the dispensary request.

Residents voiced similar concerns.

Raul Gonzalez, who lives on West Dedham
Street, echoed Moran’s comments and noted
all the LGBTQ venues that have closed in re-
cent years, including Machine in the Fenway
and the Eagle in the South End.

South End resident and developer Mario
Nicosia, who helped coin the name SOWA,
said that in his six decades of going to com-
munity meetings, “I've never seen the neigh-
borhood so in sync against something” as it is
against the dispensary.

“Even the dogs at Peters Park took a vote
and they don’t want this,” he said.

One resident, Jennifer Grella of Harrison
Avenue, who has lived in the neighborhood
since 1988, did support the proposal, say-
ing John had proven to be a serious business
operator who would clean up the properry
and surrounding block. She said the con-
cerns about schools and Mass and Cass, when
there’s already another dispensary even closer
to that area, are nothing but “NIMBYism ac
its worse.”

Ross said it’s hardly his client’s fault chat
the bar’s owner wants to retire - or her respon-
sibility to figure out what to do about that -
and that the ward and precinet in which the
dispensary would sit overwhelmingly voted
in favor of recreational marijuanause in 2016.
Of course, he said, the 20 people who op-
posed it would show up at a hearing on his
client’s proposal - although the mayors South
End liaison told the board that her office had
gotten 100 lecters opposed to the proposaland
just 7 in favor.

Ross continued that Washington Street is
a heavily crafficked road with four travel lanes
and two parking lanes, so it’s not like it’s casy
to get to the park and there have been no prob-
lemsata dispensary abouta halfmile from Mas-
sachusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass Boulevard.
He denied his client is abour to scll out, noting
she has operated a dispensary in Charlestown
for 13 months now. He also denied rumors
that she wants to open a cafe where customers
could toke away, saying that those don’t even
exist yet, but that she would be amenable to a
condition in zoning approval not letting her
open such an addition.

Pinato moved to approve the proposal, say-
ing that while she understands the opposi-
tion, the board typically defers to the Boston
Cannabis Board, which approved the pro-
posal earlier this year. Whewell said she was
voting strictly on zoning issues and she saw
no reasons that would merit denying a con-
ditional-use permit. Valencia, however, after
noting the board has approved most cannabis
applications, said he could not support this
one because of the location across the street
from a park and the concerns about the loss

of Cathedral Station.
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ANDOVER

BUIC SCHOOLS

ANDOVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

invites applications for the following positions:

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANTS:

Under the direct supervision of a teacher, supports instructional programming by help-
ing students understand lessons being taught by the teacher. Assists teachers with vari-
ous clerical tasks, and supervises students during activities outside of the classroom.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS:

Responsible for instructing students and carrying out lesson plans provided by the

CROSSING GUARDS:

teacher in order to ensure the confinuity of instruction.

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS:

Prepares and assists in serving food to students according to standards related to sani-
tary conditions.

CUSTODIANS:

Clean and maintain assigned schools, offices, caleterias, and lavatories. Perform basic
repair and maintenance functions, as well as shoveling snow.

Responsible for directing traffic at assigned crossings to protect children and to provide
for the orderly movement of traffic.

For a more complete list of employment opportunities and job descriptions,
and to apply for any of the above positions, applicants should visit:

www.governmentjobs.com/careers / andoverma

Andover Public Schools seeks candidates who embody our ethos, which includes valuing the identifies of
all students, high expectations for all studenis, feaching excellence, collaboration, innovation, respeci, and

ponsibility. APS is ¢ d fo hiring and supporting a racially and ethnically diverse faculty and staff.
Racially and ethnically diverse feachers produce a myriad of posifive outcomes for all students, especially
the most historically marginalized students. EOE.

MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity
Our Lady's Guild House
20 Charlesgate West, Boston, MA 02215

140 Affordable Units

Est.Sq.Ft.

140 S 215 \ 80% AMI

Important: Currently, this building has a single gender requirement for people who identify as
women only. This gender restriction will end upon the beginning of construction, in early to mid-2025. At
thattime, all tenants will be required to move out in order to complete a full renovation of the building. Once
construction has completed, all units will be open to all genders and gender identities.

$1,200

Minimum Incomes Apply.

Minimum Incomes Maximum Incomes Minimum incomes do

(set by owner + b_ased on # of bedreoms | | (set t_)yHUD/MOH +_based on household notapply to households
+ Area Median Income (AMI)) size + Area Median Income (AMI)) with housing assistance
(Section 8, MRVP, VASH)

0 ‘ $36,000 1 ‘ $83,120 development that include

a project-based voucher.

Applications are available during the application period for 17 days,
from 11/3/2023 - 11/20/2023

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s)

Day Date Time Location |
M-F 11/3t011/19/2023 | 9AM-5PM | Our Lady's Guild House, 20 Charlesgate West, Boston, MA 02215 |
M-F | 11/3t011/19/2023 | 9AM-5PM Fenway CDC Office, 66 Westland Ave., Boston, MA 02115

Tuesday | 11/7/2013 5PM-7PM | Our Lady’s Guild House, 20 Charlesgate West, Bostan, MA 02215

Saturday I 11/12/2023 11AM-1PM i Our Lady's Guild House, 20 Charlesgate West, Boston, MA 02215 |

To request an online application or to have one sent by email visit https://bit.ly/OL

We willbe holdingi fonal ings on 13,2023 at 10 AM at 110 Peterborough
Street, Boston, MA 02215 Join virtually, too, through the following link: www.LiveOLGH.com

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than 11/20/2023. Mailed to
‘Our Lady's Guild House, c/o Peabody Properties, 536 Granite St, Braintree, MA 02184

- Selection by Lottery

For more i ion, language assi: or ions for persons with ﬁ @
disabilities please call 617 .424.6783 or e mail olgh@peabodyproperties.com i =

- Asset & Use Restrictions Apply - Preferences Apply

Page 3 of 8



Page 4 | November 16, 2023 | Bay Windows

Decision 2023

Continued from page 1

Senator Adam Ebbin, who has served in the Virginia
Senate for 11 years, after serving eight years in the
House. Ebbin won re-clection handily, 78 percent to
22 percent.

In Mississippi, openly gay candidate Fabian Nelson
won his primary in August and was unopposed Tues-
day for the state House of Representatives. Nelson be-
comes the first openly LGBTQ state legislator in Mis-
sissippi history.

And in Miami Beach, which includes the popular
LGBTQ destination South Beach, openly gay Michael
Gongora has won the right to face another top con-
tender in a runoff to become mayor of Miami Beach.
Gongora has been serving on the Miami Beach City
Commission. The runoff will take place November 21.

Portland, Maine, openly gay mayoral candidate An-
drew Zarro appeared Tuesday night to have forced the
race’s leading candidate into a ranked choice tabula-
tion of the votes. Zarro has been serving on the Port-
land City Council. Results are not expected before
Wednesday morning,

Overall, openly LGBTQ candidates won 12 out of
14 statewide races and seven of 12 mayoral races (with
an additional two races going to runoff and one race
(Cromwell, Connecticur) not yet called. Ourt of at
least 141 LGBTQ candidates running for various lo-
cal seats in 21 states, data so far indicates 73 won, 14
lost, 3 advance to a run-off, and 51 races are yer to be

determined.
Other important elections

Mainstream media outlets had identified a few races
they considered especially interesting in the off-year
voting. One of the biggest focuses was the Virginia
legislacure, where it appeared Republicans might take
control of both chambers and give the Republican gov-
ernor a rubber stamp for abortion restrictions, book
bans, and parental control of school curricula. But that
didn’t happen. Instead, Democrats held onto control

of both chambers.

There were two gubernatorial races Tuesday night,
races that many commentators thought might gange
support for former Republican President Donald
Trump. One of the biggest of those contests was in
Kentucky, where the Republican challenger to in-
cumbent Democrat Andy Beshear, had the support
of Trump and U.S. Scnate majority leader Mitch Me-
Conncll. Governor Beshear has not been shy about ex-
pressing support for transgender people and, this year,
he vetoed a bill that sought to deny gender-affirming
medical care for transgender youth. In 2020, he was
the first sitting Kentucky governor to attend an LG-
BTQ rally at the capitol.

In Mississippi, it appeared incumbent Republican
Governor Tate Reeves would survive a fierce challenge
from Democrat Brandon Presley. Reeves has taken a
highly visible position against transgender females par-
ticipating in girls sports. He also tried to make trans-
gender athletes and transition surgery issues by claim-
ing, apparently without evidence, that the Democrat,
Presley, did support those issues. Presley’s position was
actually somewhat guarded: He said he trusts parents
to make the best decision for their children about gen-

der-affirming and other medical care.

Ohio voters overturn ban on abortions

Only one state had an abortion measure on its bal-
lot November 7: Ohio. Issue 1, or the “Right to Make
Reproductive Decisions Including Abortion Initia-
tive,” sought to amend the state constitution to ensure
that individuals had the right to make reproductive
decisions —including abortion, fertility treatment, and
contraception— for themselves.

Last year, seven states passed ballot measures that
upheld the right to choose abortion. Next year, dur-
ing the presidendial election, 13 states will have similar
measures are on the ballot.

Alabama mayor outed, commits suicide

And in the somewhat obscure reaches of a small
town in Alabama, an incumbent mayor killed him-

self November 3, just two days after a private internet
news service reported the mayor, who was also a Baptist
preacher, had a “secret life” as a “transgender woman.”
Fred Copeland, 49, was married to a woman and had
three children. As mayor for seven years, he dubbed his
lirtle town of Smiths Starion as “Mayberry 2023.” But on
November 1, an internet site called 1819news ran a story
with photos that appear to be of Copeland dressed as a
woman. According to local news reports, local police au-
thorities were asked to do a wellness check on Copeland
and finally found driving around. When they pulled him
over, Copeland got ouwt of the car, pulled a gun, and
shot himself.
@ 2023 Keen News Service. All rights reserved.

HERE ARE THE NEW ENGLAND
LGBTQ+ CANDIDATES WHO

WON THEIR ELECTIONS:

MASSACHUSETTS,
PER THE LGBTQ+ VICTORY FUND

Ashley Shade, North Adams City Council
Parrick Kavey, Picsfield Ciry Council, Ward 5
Liz Breadon, Boston City Councilor, District 9
Christian Dumas, Mayor of Marlborough
Paul Ruscau, Medford School Committee
Peter Marchetti, Mayor of Pitcsheld
Dina Lampiasi, Pitsfield City Council, Ward 6
Benjamin Harn, Newburyport City Council, Ward 4
Andrew Fitch, North Adams City Council

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Matthew Gerding, Mayor of Somersworth
Robbic Warach, Dover City Council [Ward 2

CONNECTICUT

Caroline Smith, New Haven City Council, Ward 9
James Demetriades, Mayor of Cromwell
Barry Walters, West Hartford Town Council
Chad Cardillo, Meriden City Council At-Large
Karen Martin, East Haven Town Council, District 2
Jeffrey Litke, Naugatuck School Board
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Monroe

Continued from page 1

their community and society, reflecting AARP’s vision
and mission.

“Iam beyond honored and grateful for this recogni-
tion. I feel we are not put on this earth to exist but to be
of service to others and our community,” Charles told
me.

When AARP Massachusetts was looking to honor
the state’s top volunteer, Paul's and Charless names
rosc to the top. They have made a difference in the lives
around them, sharing their knowledge, experience, ral-
ent, and skills to enrich the lives of our community.

“Paul and Charles have channeled the many negative
experiences they endured into positive, healing, and
inspiring volunteer work and leadership,” Barric Atkin
of Swampscott wrote who nominated the guys. “Their
signature work co-founding LGBTQ+ Elders of Color
in 2013 in Massachusetts was innovative, unusual, and
courageous. No such organization existed at that time.
In collaboration with the LGBTQ+ Aging Project,
they identified the need and turned the need into a re-
ality. They didn’t just co-found the organization along
with others. Their continued leadership inspires many
others to be involved.”

People of color are underrepresented and under-

served regarding aging services and resources. Paul and
Charles understand the intersectional challenges and
complexitics of growing older as African- American gay
men.

LGBTQ+ senior communities with mulciple identi-
tics confront multiple challenges. Their organization,
LGBTQ+ Elders of Color, fills the gap Massachusetts
LGBTQ#+ organizations and local, state, and federal
public health systems missed. Qutreach is essential
because the challenges facing African American LG-
BTQ+ scniors intensify with age.

According to Services and Advocacy for GLBT
Elders (Sage) and Movement Advancement Project
(MAP), approximately one-third of LGBTQ+ clders
live at or below 200 percent of the federal poverry level,
with 40 percent African Americans. These seniors often
feel more vulnerable, invisible, and isolared by retire-
ment. Historical and ongoing discrimination have cre-
ated significant lifelong challenges for this demographic
group: limited wealth and savings, low wages, few labor
protections, housing instability, food insecurity, stigma,
immigration, HIV status, and higher mortality from
treatable conditions. All have contributed to a lack of
well-being and lowered quality of life.

By 2050, POC seniors will comprise over 40 percent
of the elderly population, with approximately 3 million
being LGBTQ+. With this projection, specific cultural

and linguistic competence training and nondiscrimina-

tion policies are needed to support a rapidly growing
demographic group that has experienced a lifetime of
health, educational, and economic disparities.

In 2018, Massachuscrts legislators passed “An Act
Relative to LGBT Awareness Training for Aging Ser-
vices Providers,” mandating LGBTQ+ culrural aware-
ness training for all state-funded and licensed aging
service providers within 12 months of employment.
These challenges can only be remedied by policymakers
and aggressive programsinvested in expanding care and
services specifically targeted to these racially, ethnically,
and culrurally diverse communities.

These Dapper Dans, as I fondly dubbed them, unique
and invaluable resources and services for its LGBTQ+
elders of color reverberate throughour the Bay Stare.
Since childhood, their indefarigable spirit to give back
to their community was ingrained in them.

“Since relocating to Massachusctts on Cape Cod in
2002 and our subsequent retirement, we have enriched
our lives with stronger connections to the community
through outreach and advocacy;” Paul told the audience
at the award ceremony. “To some, retirement may mean
the opportunity to relax and take it easy. To us, retire-
ment has provided an opportunity to find new ways to
help others,”

Without the foundation Paul and Charles have laid
for us LGBTQ+ elders of color, we wouldn’t be the vi-

brant, visible, and growing community that we are.
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Kyle Lukoff, illustrated by Nadia Alam (Orchard
Books).

"Two books celebrate the many types of families,
including queer ones: “A Family Like Ours,” by
Alice Lec and Frank Murphy, illustrated by Kayla
Harren (Sleeping Bear Press); and “Love with-
out Bounds: An IntersectionAllies Book about
Families,” by Carolyn Choi, Chelsea Johnson, and
LaToya Council, illustrated by Ashley Seil Smith
(Dottir Press).

Other family and relationship topics are ex-
plored in “Our Wish for You: A Story About
Open Adoption,” by Dano Moreno, illustrated by
Ryan O’Rourke (Charlesbridge), with two dads
and a birth mother; “Dad and Daddy’s Big Big
Family, by Seamus Kirst, illustrated by Karen Bun-
ting (Magination Press), in which a girl with two
dads learns about her extended family; and “Gran-
dad’s Pride,” by Harry Woodgate (Litde Bee), the
standalone follow-up to the Stonewall Award-
winning “Grandad’s Camper”; and “The Wishing
Flower” by AJ. Irving, illustrated by Kip Alizadeh
(Knopf), about a girl wich a crush on another girl.

Gender creative boys star wishing flower in
“The Fairest in the Land," by Lesléa Newman, il-
lustrated by Joshua Heinsz (Abrams), and “The
Good Hair Day” by Christian Trimmer, illus-
trated by ] Yang (Abrams); gender creative girls
star in “Flower Girl?” by Amy Bloom, illustrated
by Jameela Wahlgren (Norton); and “Molly’s Tux-

eda,’ by Vicki Johnson, illustrated by Gillian Reid
(Lirde Bee).

Gender identiry takes center stage in “They, He,
She: Words for You and Me” from Mudpuppy, il-
lustrared by Andy Passchier, a bright board book;
“Not He Or She, I'm Me," by AM. Wild, illus-
trated by Kah Yangni (Henry Holt), abour a day
in the lifc of a nonbinary child; “I Can Be...Me!”
by Lesléa Newman, illustrated by Maya Gonzalez,
a celebraton of self; and “The Gender and Infin-
ity Book for Kids,” by Maya Gonzalez (Reflection
Press), a holistic look at gender through the infin-
ity of narure.

Biographies include “Little Black Lives Mat-
ter,” by Khodi Dill, illustrated by Chelsea Charles
(Triangle Square), a board book with queer lives
among many others; “Dare to %:sn'on: Carrie
Chapman Catts Voice for the Vote,” by Jasmine
A. Stirling, illustrated by Udayana Lugo (Union
Squar:); “Good Books for Bad Children: The
Genius of Ursula Nordstrom.” by Beth Kephar,
illustrated by Chloe Bristol (Anne Schwartz),
about the pioncering (and queer) children’s book
editor; “Door by Door: How Sarah McBride Be-
came America’s First Openly Transgender Sena-
tor,” by Meeg Pincus, illustrated by Meridch McK-
ean Gimbe! (Crown); “No Horses in the House!
The Audacious Life of Arcist Rosa Bonheur” by
Mireille Messier, illustrated by Anna Bron (Orca);
“Unstoppable: How Bayard Rustin Organized
the 1963 March on Washington,” by Michael G.
Long, illustrated by Bea Jackson; “Desert Qu':en,”

see MOMBIAN, page 7
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ENRICH.

ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

Goddard House ofters residents enriching everyday experiences
aimed at promoting independence, inspiring curiosity
and encouraging connection with others.

Spacious studio, one & two bedroom apartments

Concierge-style services & wellness offerings

Lnriched LIFE experiences & adventures

Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research
and designed to treat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s discase
Award-winning brain healthy cuisine

Expansive dining, fitness, technology & outdoor amenities

.

Onsite rehabilitation services
SAGLCare Accreditation for LGB Cultural Competency

Unique short-term and trial stay option with “no minimum

el

S[ily‘, requfrﬂnent! Stuy as lung of as short as you need.

GODDARD
HOUSE

To our incredible customers, friends, ownership & staff at Cathedral Station
who donated 5K in honor of Friends of Michael Trabucco’s memory to
support two important organizations that were close to Michael’s heart.

Through your generosity $2,500 will be donated to Arlington Friends of the
Drama and $2,500 to Sterling Animal Shelter. Stay tuned for our next charity
fundraiser.

All of us at Cathedral Station are honored and proud to be a part of
Boston’s South End community for over nine years...and counting!

We appreciate you,
Rob Mannke
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billy masters

Continued from page 1

You all know that Barbra Streisand’s book is out. And T
know you know this, because the majority of emails I received
last week are about it. Since the book is only slightly longer
than “War and Peace”, and the audiobook clocks in at 48
hours, I haven’t made my way through the whole thing, But T
know you'll want some details that you won't read elsewhere.
So I skipped to the chapter about her attempt at filming
Larry Kramer’s “The Normal Heart”. At first, she was going
to direct and star in it. But there were numerous issues with
Larry’s script, the casting, the money, and the studio. After
numerous roadblocks, Streisand stepped down as director
in frustration. Kramer asked George C. Wolfe to direct the
film, in which Barbra would still act (alongside, we now learn,
Ben Stiller). But the difficulties continued. Kramer criticized
Barbra publicly, and the project eventually fell apart.

But Barbra never gave up on “The Normal Heart”, and
actually put together a cast that would include Mark Ruf-
falo, Bradley Cooper and Julia Roberts. The sticking point
was that nobody would pay Larry the one million dollars
he wanted for his script. While this was going on, Julia was
making “Eat Pray Love” directed by Ryan Murphy. Barbra
explains, “The next thing I hear is that Ryan has written Lar-
ry a check for one million dollars and will be directing the
movie for HBO with Julia Roberts and Mark Ruffalo. Well,
he didn’t get Bradley Cooper — then I would have had to
kill myself!” Throughout this chaprter, Barbra speaks at length
about her son Jason Gould, “Jason really wanted me to make
this movie, and T was looking forward to working with him
on the film in some capacity. It meant so much to me just as
his mother.” After critiquing Murphy's version, she summed
up by saying: “I'll always regret  didn’t get to make “The Nor-
mal Heart. It's my loss. But I'm glad Larry finally got it made.”

Barbra also talks about many films she was asked to be in.
One surprise was “Splash” — the Ron Howard movie with
Daryl Hannah as a mermaid. Picrure the climactic scene,
where Tom Hanks finds Barbra with a mermaid tail in the
bachtub! T would have paid anything to hear him say, “So
don’tjust lay there, honey — swim something.”

Dateline: Smiths Station, Alabama. F.L. Copeland,
known to his friends as “Bubba’, had been mayor of the small
hamlet since 2016. Prior to that, he was on the city’s Board
of Education for 11 years. He was also pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Phenix City, Alabama. He's also a proud
Trump supporter. On November 1st, a website published
a social media post of Bubba dressed as a woman, using the
name Brittini Blaire Summerlin, and describing himself as
“atransgender curvy girl. When asked for a comment, Bubba
said this was simply a “hobby for getting rid of stress”. After
the story broke, he addressed his congregation. *“Yes, I have
taken pictures with my wife in the privacy of our home in an
attempt at humor because I know I'm nort a handsome man
nor a beauriful woman, either.” The outlet that ran the initial
report issued a follow—up. They learned thar Copeland had
written some trans fiction categorized as both “violent” and
“disturbing”. After that report came out, the police responded
to a “welfare check” and spotted Copeland driving down a
road. They pulled him over, he exited the vehicle holding a
handgun and killed himself.

In news that would have been music to Bubba’s ears, the
Carholic Church has ruled that transgender people can be
baptized. This has been largely due to the work of Pope Fran-
cis, who has fought the church hicrarchy in terms of LGBT
rights. The new doctrine states that trans people can be bap-
tized “as long as there is no risk of causing a public scandal
or disorientation among the faithful” So T guess you can’t
film it for “RuPaul’s Drag Race™ They also allow people in
same—sex relationships to be witnesses in a Catholic wed-
ding — as long as they aren’t the ones getting married, natu-
rally. Whether the child of a same—sex couple may be bap-
tized appears to still be in question.

Bad news for Belinda Carlisle. For the third time, she

will have to postpone an Australian tour. I'll let her tell you
what happened. “As you know, I'm suppesed to be going to
Australia next week for a tour that’s been rescheduled three
times. And I had an accident and damaged my knee and T
have to have sort of emergency surgery tomorrow. So this is
all going to prevent me from going to Australia this time. I'm
embarrassed and I’'m really, really, really sorry. And I'm hop-
ing that it gets rescheduled for 2024...if you'll have me.” Get
well soon, Babe.

Meanwhile, the ageless Lulu is preparing to celebrate 60
years in showbiz (and her 75th birthday) with five special
shows in the UK — culminating in a special evening at the
London Palladium on April 17th. And, yes, I think it goes
without saying that the champagne will be flowing.

I know I occasionally come off as someone who's seen it
all and isn't fazed by much. But last week, | was watching
“Dancing in the Stars” (as Barbara Walters liked to call it)
and there was a moment in the group dance when the pairs
interchanged. Suddenly we had four same—sex partnerships:
Barry Williams and Sasha, Jason Mraz and Pasha, Alyson
Hannigan and Peta, Ariana Madixand Daniella, I have to
confess, my lictle gay boy heart skipped a bit of a beat. What's
most interesting is that none of the dancers nor the judges
mentioned it — as if it were no big deal. And I thought to
myself..what a message they're sending out.

Same—sex dancing partners have been commonplace for
much longer on the UK's “Serictly Come Dancing”. This sea-
son brings us Layton Williams — known in the UK from
many TV and West End productions. His parmer is the
delicious Nikita Kuzmin — who is straight, but we're not
holding that against him (he also gets blonder every week).
Their dances have routinely been showstoppers. It’s certainly
been a banner season for Nikita, who got to open a recent
show paired with fellow pro, the stunning Vito Coppola, in
a mesmerizing same—sex love story set to “Something Just
Like This". It brought down the house. Kuzmin was born in
Ukraine and raised in Italy (where he trained alongside Cop-
pola). When his parents showed up to see him in the studio,
he got choked up. “In the end, I'm just a kid from Ukraine
who's just living his dream.” Clips can be found on our web-
site.

All this chit—chat about “Strictly” was sparked by an “Ask
Billy” question worthy of answering in print. Jared from Lon-
don asks: “re you warching ‘Strictly’? What do you think of
Bobby? I'n sure you saw his package on the Halloween episode.
It’s made all the papers here.”

Now you've got my attention, and I tuned in. Bobby Bra-
zier is a 20—year—old, mop—rtopped. lanky lad best known
for his role on the UK soap “EastEnders”. He is the son of a
contestant on the 2003 edition of “Big Brother UK"...s0 he
was basically born into reality television, In the Halloween
episode, his pants weren't extraordinarily tight. But as the
dance went on, a large, bulbous mass worked its way against
his left thigh. It was so distracting chat Shirley Ballas (Mark's
mum) seemed specchless. Even the typically unflappable
Craig Revel Horwood appeared somewhat flapped. He kepe
his comments to the dancing, but added, “Is there anything
thar bottom of yours can’t do?” According to all the media
reports, the BBC was flooded with phone calls. Most were in
favor of the bouncing bulge, while there were a few dissenters.
You can check it out for yoursclf on BillyMasters.com.

When we're topping the leaderboard with someone’s bot-
tom, we've definitely come to the end of yet another column.
I should mention that Brazier danced to “Come On—a My
House”. But not the Rosemary Clooney version. This rendi-
tion was sung by Della Reese. Who knew? For more useless
bits and bobs, check out www.BillyMasters.com — the site
that’ll give you more than candy. If you have a question, dash
it off to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to
you before I plan my next trip to the UK. So, until next time,

remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

L LTI va
Barbra Streisand’s Book.

T nnng
Bobby Brazier
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Continued from page S

by Jyoti Rajan Gopal, illustrated by Svabhu Kohli (Levine
Qg:rido), abour Rajasthani drag performer Queen Harish;
“To See Clearly: A Portrait of David Hockney,” by Evan Turk
(Harry N. Abrams); “Jovita Wore Pants,” by Aida Salazar, il-
lustrated by Molly Mendoza (Scholastic), about gender cre-
ative Mexican revolutionary Jovita Valdovinos (also available
in Spantsh); and “Hope for Ryan White,” by Dano Moreno,
illustrated by Hannah Abbo (Albert Whitman).

Community and social issues come to the fore in “The
Wishing Machine” by Jonathan Hillman, illustrated by Na-
dia Alam (Simon & Schuster), about a nonbinary child and
their mom facing housing insecurity but finding strength in
each other; and “Can We Please Give the Police Department
to the Grandmothers?” by Junauda Petrus, illustrated by Kris-
ten Uroda (Dutton), which envisions police salaries given to
grandmothers who cruise the streets in “badass” vintage auto-
mobiles, offering help and hope. Two of the “grandmas” have
beards, although their identities are unspecified.

For pure fun, try: “You Need to Chill!” by Juno Dawson,
illustrated by Laura Hughes (Sourcebooks Jabberwocky), in
which a girl wittily answers peers who wonder what happened
to her brother, now in her wrue identity as a trans girl; “Oh
No, the Aunts are Here,” by Adam Rex, illustrated by Lian
Cho (Chronicle), about a bevy of aunts (including one with

a masculine appearance and unspecified identity), ready to
overwhelm with hugs and gifts; “Princess Pru and the Ogre
on the Hill,’ by Maurcen Fergus, illustrated by Danesh Mohi-
uddin (Owlkids), about a girl with two dads who befriends a
fearsome ogre; “Pirate Glitterbeard, by Larissa and Oksanna
Crawley (Rebel Mountain Press), about a gender creative pi-
rare and his equally fabulous crew; “Cinderella and 2 Mouse
Called Fred,” by Deborah Hopkinson, illustraced by Paul O.
Zclinsky (Anne Schwartz), a reimagining that changes the gen-
der of Cinderellas beloved; and “Cinda Meets Ella: A Fairly
%::rTale,” by Wallace West (Little, Brown), another retelling,
where a mysterious, nonbinary rider catches Cinda’ eye.

Finally, “David Atherton’s Baking Book for Kids: Delicious
Recipes for Budding Bakers,” by gay Great British Bake Off
winner Atherton, illustrated by Stonewall Award-winning
Harry Woodgate (Candlewick), has tasty recipesand includes
images of gender creative and gender ambiguous children on
its pages.

For longer reviews and books I didn't have space for here
(including middle grade tidles and ones for grown-ups), visic
my Database of LGBTQ Family Books (mombian.com/da-
tabase).

May you give thoughtfully and receive graciously, and may
all your holidays be full of love.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian
(mombian.com), a nwo-time GLAAD Media Award-winning
blog and resource directory, plus a searchable database of 1,400+
LGBTQ family books.

Remembrance

Continued from page 1

and international movement and day of mourning for the
transgender people we have lost in our community.

Join Trans Resistance MA, Maassacshuetes Transgen-
der Political Coalition (MTPC), Transgender Emergency
Fund (TEF), The Network/La Red, the Office of the May-
or for LGBTQ Affairs, and the Equity Fund of the Boston

VIGE GUIL

Foundation for this year's TDOR.

The event will include speeches by local acrivists, perfor-
mances, and time to gather in community and share a meal.

This event will have ASL interpreters and mental health
counselors for support.

Donations collected ar the event will go to the Trans-
gender Emergency Fund of MA and Boston Healthcare for
the Homeless Program, as we believe basic needs are the
first way to support trans people in Boston.

LOGO ANYTHING!
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Imagine YOUR LOGO on bazillions of

custom promotional products!
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An A+ vendor that is gay owned, operated,

and certified by the NGLCC.

We support the LGBTQIA charities that you support!

PROMOSTUFFONLINE.COM

D’S ELECTRIC

ResIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FrRee EsTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A

ProvipiNg QuaLITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BosTON AREA

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

Spring Cleaning

For All Seasons

*Trustworthy cleaning services fo meet your needs
*Houses, apartments and commercial
sSchedule that works best for you,

weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
*All routine housework, plus special dean-up jobs
*0Owner supervised cleaning crew and ensures quality
*Excellent references and compeditive rates

™ 617-895-1472

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,
we’re the Angels you've been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841
Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE SERVICE GUIDE TODAY!!!

email sales@baywindows.com
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Don’t lose internet even if you lose power. Introducing Storm-Ready WiFi. Only from
Xfinity. With a seamless, unlimited cellular-data connection and a battery backup,
you can stay connected to what you love for up to four hours—even when the power
goes out. Available only on the next generation Xfinity 10G Network.

@ 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com/stormready @ Visit a store today

Restrictions apply. Only available in areas within range of applicable 4G LTE cellular signal. Limited to Xfinity Internet customers with 800 Mbps service or higher and compatible Xfinity Gateway. Storm-Ready
WiFi device requires Xfinity Battery Backup, included in price. Fully charged Xfirity Battery Backup will provide up to 4 hours of power to the Xfinity Storm-Ready WiFi device. Device runs on cellular 4G LTE
(data plans net affected). During cutages, internet will be reduced o speeds up to 30 Mbps download / 7 Mbps upload. Actual speeds will vary and are not guaranteed and may be impacted by a variety of
environmental and cther factors, including network congestion. Xfinity does not guarantee that 4G LTE will be available in all locations or that a connection will be cbtainable. Storm-Ready WiFi may not be
compatible with all changes in the network. For further details, please visit xfinity.com/stormready. NPA400387-0001 NED-SRW-V13
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