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‘Portraits of Pride’
vandalized on the
Boston Common

By Bay Windows Staff

Just as the Boston Common “Por-
traits of Pride” exhibit was about to
close, several portraits of Massachu-
setts LGBTQ leaders were recently
slashed.

The exhibit, which ran during
October's LGBTQ History Month,
features 8-foot-tall photographic por-
traits of 22 LGBTQ leaders in Mas-

sachusetts.

Creative Director Jean Dolin post-
ed this statement to the exhibit’s Face-
book page:

“I am truly heartbroken to see that
the exit exhibition has been vandal-
ized on the Boston common.

Portraits of Pride is a labor of love

and love letter to all the champions

sec PORTRAITS, page S

Balint likely to
become VT’s 1st
woman in Congress

Would be first openly gay
person to represent the
state in Congress

By Lisa Rathke
Associated Press

BARRE, Vt. (AP)—In the race
for Vermont’s single scat in the US.
House, Democrat Becca Balint could
be on the verge of being elected as the
first woman and first openly gay per-
son to represent the state in Congress.

Balint, 54, president of the Ver-
mont Senate and a former teacher,
faces Republican Liam Madden, a
38-year-old Marine Corps veteran
and antiwar activist, who describes
himself as an independent, and who
does not have the backing of the stare

State Senator Becca Balint (D). Photo
via legislature. vermont.gov

GOP party. Three independents and
one libertarian candidate are also in
the race in the largely Democratic
state.

see BALINT, page 4

LGBTQ Races to Watch

By Lisa Keen

Keen News Service

Many political analysts will be watch-
ing the November 8 election retums to
gauge the health of American democracy
and see which political party will con-
trol the US. Senate and US. House. For
LGBTQ news watchers, there are several
specific contests Tuesday night that will
both contribute to that overall political
landscape and make important LGBTQ
history. Here's what to watch.

Three govemnor races: One of the
more likely highlights of the evening will
be the election, for the first time in US,
history, of an openly lesbian candidate
as governor of any state. (Bisexual Kate
Brown was the first openly LGBTQ per-
son to be elected governor when she won
a special election bid in 2016; Jared Polis

became the first gay man when he was
elected governor of Colorado in 2018.)

This year, in Massachusetts, State At-
torney General Maura Healey, a popular
Democrat in a deeply blue stte, is ex-
pected to coast to victory over a Trump-
backed Republican become Massachu-
seits next governor,

In Oregon, where voters have rejected
Republican candidates for governor for
decades, Democrat Tina Kotek, former
speaker of the house, polls about one
percent behind a well-funded Repub-
lican. Kotek has had to contend with a
third party candidate who appears to be
drawing 10 o 15 points from voters who
would otherwise vote Democratic.

Meanwhile, in Colorado, Polis ap-
pears poised to win his second term as
governor, with polls showing him with
an 18-point lead or higher over his Re-
publican challenger.

New Hampshie Congressman Chis

Pappas (D). Photo via Facebook.

Fivethirtyeight.com gives Healey and
Polis a 99 percent chance for victory;
Kotek a 49 percent chance.

US. House incumbents: Eight of
nine incumbent LGBTQ candidates in

see RACES, page 7

Ashley T. Brundage is a leadership
and empowerment expert and an
“open, out, proud woman of transgen-
der experience.” She’s also a mom, and
spoke with me recently about empow-
erment, parenting, and more.

“I wanted to have kids so bad." she
said. When she was 17 and think-
ing about transitioning, she told
her brother, “I always see myself as
a mom.” He suggested she just have
children and “do all the things that a
mom would do.” She married her high
school sweetheart and had two kids to
sec if that “solved” her. “Having kids
was my way of still existing in the
world and nor wanting to kill myself.

A Transgender Leader and
Mom’s Empowering Journey

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@mombian.com
contributing writer

That literally was how serious it was
for me,” she said. She would think, “I
can't leave them withour me. Maybe
they need me in cheir lives.” Now, she
reflected, “I would not be here if it
wasn't for them.”

She finally started transitioning in
2008, after she lost her job as an HR
person in the restaurant industry. “I
was living a double life and it was af-
fecting my work performance” she
explained. The 2008 economic crisis
dealt another blow, and she and her
family lost their home . She realized

that in order to find a job, “T was go-

sec MOMBIAN, pzge 4

Ashley T. Brundage, leadership ex-
pert, and former vice chair of GLAAD's
board. Photo courtesy of Ashley T
Brundage.

“Well I am as hurt and shocked as if T have lost a family member. Leslie and
I had a special bond. I think the world felt they had a special bond with
him. I know people always say, ‘Oh, they will be missed’ but in this case

that could not be more true. He will be missed by everyone who knew
him personally and by everyone who was entertained by him.”

—Dolly Parton remembers the great Leslie Jordan.

more in Billy Masters on page 6!

Page 1 of 8




Page 2| November 3, 2022 | Bay Windows

Vaccines save lives & lessen symptoms.
Protect yourself & loved ones from COVID-19.

(--

GET VACCINATED
AND BOOSTED.

Call Mayor’s Health Line 617-534-5050
to find a vaccine location.

boston.gov/covid-19
CITY of BOSTON  Ack« | Ciogftein Q[ -

Angel S Pamtmg Inc 7

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we’re the Angels you've been looking for.’

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

Nationalbriefs

Russian lawmakers vet
new bill against LGBTQ

‘propaganda’

MOSCOW (AP)—Russian lawmakers gave
preliminary approval Thursday to a bill that imposes
tough new restrictions on activities to promote LG-
BTQ rights in the country.

A 2013 Russian law banned what authorities
deem to be the “propaganda of non-traditional sex-
ual relations” to children. It has been used to stifle
debate in any public context and to prevent demon-
strations or any public gatherings with pro-LGBTQ
content that a child could conceivably see or hear.

International human rights groups denounced
the law for creating a hostile environment for les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer Russians.

‘The new bill, which the lower house of Russias
parliament unanimously approved on the first of
three readings, ramps up the restrictions and ex-
pands the presenttion ban to cover all age groups,
not just the under-18 population.

It oudaws advertising, media and online resourc-
es, books, films and theater productions deemed
contain such propaganda.

With regards to minors, the new bill broadens
the existing restrictions by banning information
about gender transitions.

Violarions are punishable by fines, and, if com-
mitted by non-residents, could lead to their expul-
sion from Russia.

State Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin said the
proposed bill could be oughened further during on
second reading, when lawmakers introduce their
amendments.

Marie Struthers, Amnesty International's director
for eastern Europe and central Asia, reacted to the
bills preliminary approval by saying that “in Russias
new era of repression, state-sanctioned homophobia
isabout to be ramped up to awhole new level”

The bill “not only brazenly deprives (LGBTQ)
people of their right to freedom of expression and
endorses their discriminaton, but will likely also
lead to an increase in violent attacks and other hate
crimes against them,'she said.

Ifenacted, the law would have far-reaching effects
and likely lead to the closing of non-governmental
groups, the blocking of websites and the intimida-
tion of activists with the threat of large fincs, ac-
cording to Struthers.

“The passing of this new law will be yet another
disaster for human rights,” she said.

Australia players call out
Qatar on LGBTQ, worker

rights
By Dennis Passa, AP Sports Writer

BRISBANE, Australia (AP)—The Australian
men’ soccer team has issued a three-minute video
highlighting Qatar’s human rights record, including
its treatment of foreign workers and restrictions on
the LGBTQI+ community, and demanding genu-
ine reform as a legacy of the Gulf country’s staging
of the World Cup.

In the video, 16 players read a sentence or two
each from a statement. Football Australia also re-
leased a separate statement which said: “The tour-
nament has been associated with suffering for some
migrant workers and their families and this cannot
be ignored”

The gas-rich emirate has been fiercely criticized in
the past decade for its treatment of migrant workers,
mostly from south Asia, who were needed to build
tens of billions of dollars’ worth of stadiums, metro
lines, roads and hotels.

The Socceroos are one of 32 teams competing at
the Nov. 20-Dec. 18 World Cup and have added
their voices to agrowing list of players from compet-
ing nations highlighting the issues.

“Addressing these issues is not easy. And we do
not have all the answers,” the Australian players said
in the video released Thursday. “ We stand wich FIF-
Pro, the Building and Wood Workers International,
and the Intemational Trade Union Confederarion,
secking to embed reforms and establish a lasting
legacy in Qatar. This must include establishing a
migrant resource center, effective remedy for those
who have been denied their rights, and the decrimi-
nalization of all same-sex relationships.

“These are the basic rights thac should be af-
forded to all and will ensure continued progress in
Qatar . .. (and) a legacy thar goes well beyond the
final whisde of the 2022 FIFA World Cup.”

Goalkeeper Mat Ryan says in the video: “There
are universal values that should define football—
values such as respect, dignity, trust and courage.
“When we represent our nation, we aspire to embody

sec NATIONAL BRIEFS, pge 7
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“Don’t boo, vote!”

M contributing writer

I voted in the midterms as soon as I received
my ballot in the mail. Many people do not
bother. We are seeing what happens to a republic
when large numbers of citizens refuse to partici-
pate.

As of this publication date, Election Day is
still upcoming. If you know anyone who doesn’t
think their vote makes a difference, there is still
time to change their mind and help prevent an
authoritarian nightmare in this country.

There is burgeoning fascism at the state level,
as with homophobic and transphobic laws and
fear-driven bans of affirming educational mate-
rials. Congressional Republicans introduced a
federal “Don’t Say Gay” bill to nationalize the
assault.

Some libertarian friends don’t think the Su-
preme Court will overturn marriage equality.
It boils down to the fact thar, unlike abortion,
same-sex marriage does not involve the destruc-
tion of a fetus. But the authoritarians are about
control, not life. Look at cheir opposition to
Medicaid, childcare subsidies, and school lunch
programs.

Visceral hostility toward gay folk is not some-
thing white Christian nationalists got from
Christ, any more than their fondness for semiau-
tomatic weapons. They want not just to nullify
our marriages, but to recriminalize and erase us.
Members of our community who are not white
men face many more threars. No one has ever
tried to prevent me from voting, for example,

The Jesus of the Gospel, who teaches us o
feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, is of
no use to White Christian nationalists except as
a thin mask for their own bigotry. In their tib-
alist menality, if you do not look and live like
them, you are not one of them—even if you are
cagerly used by them as camouflage in the cul-
ture wars, like Kanye West spewing antisemitic
nonscnse. And as his casc shows, black transgres-
sions are disproportionately policed.

In my experience, the immigrants of color the
nationalists despise show far more Christian love
than those who label them invaders for sccking
greater safety and opportunity for their chil-
dren. Indeed, America’s history of exploitation

Averting an authoritarian nightmare

by Richard J. Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

in Central America contributed to the migra-
tion. But the nationalists think consequencesare
for other people.

Republicans used to be considered strong on
national security; now many have trouble nam-
ing a foreign despot they don't envy. They still
poll well on the economy despite their openly
stated plan to sabotage it by refusing to raise
our national debt ceiling unless President Biden
caves to their proposed cuts to Welfare and So-
cial Security.

Rational, respectful people who value Ameri-
ca’s diversity are at a disadvantage. Extremists by
their nature are more driven. Traditional media
cannot resist giving gobs of free airtime to dema-
gogues. Social media facilitate the dissemination
of lies and loony conspiracy theories at low cost.
Many who are stirred by the online sewer pipe of
hatred to use voter intimidation tactics may be
impotent clowns, but a few violent outliers can
cause disproportionate harm.

Voting is more than a set of choices involving
candidates and ballot initiatives. It sends a mes-
sage that we will not passively lec ourselves be
overrun by fanatics.

Consider a dangerous man not on any ballot:
Supreme Court Associate Justice Sam Alito. He
is determined to impose his medieval beliefs on
the restof us, as if only his ilk are entided to rule.

He has legions of helpers. Republicans spent
decades laying the groundwork for the overturn
of abortion rights that oceurred this year. Their
exploitation of the ruling has been swift and
frightening. We cannot defeat the criminaliza-
tion of women and medical providers (and any-
one who helps them) with outrage alone. The
bullies are relentless and determined. Nominat-
ing election deniers to count state vote callies is
preparation for their next coup. The brural as-
saule against Paul Pelosi in his and wife Nancy's
home is an example of the polirical terror Don-
ald Trump inspires.

Jill Filipovic identifies part of the problem:
“People simply get acclimated to authoritarian-
ism.” Those of us horrified by the anti-democrat-

see ROSENDALL, page 4
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Balint

Continued from page 1

Balint wants people who don’t know her to under-
stand that she’s a middle-school teacher at her core.

“When you teach middle school, you have to under-
stand what it is to survive a hellscape. And so I'm ready
for Congress,” she joked at a recent campaign rally with
US. Sen. Bemie Sanders and Rep. Peter Welch, who is
running for the Senate.

“But you also have to believe in possibility and prom-
ise and potential, and you have to believe that things
will get better, OK, and I do. I do. That isa value that I
hold dear]” she told the crowd.

Balint said she plans to take the deep listening skills
she honed as a teacher to Washington to try to find
common ground. And she said with democracy at stake
and election deniers on the ballot in other states, she
is determined to protect voter rights to uphold democ-
racy.

Balint said she is particularly concerned about what
she calls alack of transparency within the US. Supreme
Court, and that she would like to see term limits intro-
duced for justices on that court, other federal judges,
and members of Congress.

The rare opening in Vermont’s three-member con-
gressional delegation occurred after US. Sen. Parick
Leahy, a Democrar, announced last November that he
would not seek reclection this year, Welch is running
for Leahy'’s seat, opening up the state’s lone seat in the
US. House.

While Vermont is considered to be one of the more
liberal states, with a higher-than-average percentage

of women serving in the state Legislature, in 2018 ic
became the only state to have never sent a woman to
Congress.

“The really tough contest for her was the primary,
where it looked like it was going to be very competi-
tive among a number of very strong candidares, and it
wound up being a situation where many of the people
who had been identified with the activist left dropped
out and their support gravitated to Becea Balint,'said
Bert Johnson, a professor of American politics ac Mid-
dlebury College.

Balint, of Brattleboro, was born in a US. Army hos-
pital in Germany, where her father was stationed, and
she grew up mostly in upstate New York. She said she is
the daughter of an immigrant, her father, and a work-
ing class mother, and the granddaughter ofa man who
died in the Holocaust.

She came to Vermont to be a rock-climbing instruc-
tor in 1994 and moved to the Green Mountain State
permanently in 1997. She taught history and social
studies in the rural communities of Londonderry,
Marlboro, Guilford and Washington, as well as at the
Community College of Vermont. She has a masters
degree in education from Harvard University and a
masters in history from the University of Massachu-
seces at Amherst.

She said she decided to run for the state Senate
after sceing families struggling due to rising poverty
in her county, and that her driving mission is to re-
lieve suffering. Balint has served four two-year terms,
including as majority leader from 2017 to 2020. Last
year, she was elected president of the Vermont Senate,
becoming the first woman and first openly gay person
in that role.

“With all her passion, with all her wonderful pre-
sentations, there’s another thing I want let you in on,”
Welch said of Balint at the rally. “In the quict of the
back rooms, this woman knows what she’s doing, She
gets it done.”

For voter Par Rodar, of Woodbury, Balint offers
some hope.

“Ilike the fact that she’san independent thinker, that
she’s a woman, she’s strong, that she’ll make a difference
and that she’ll work well in Congress,” said Rodar.

Joanne Virkler, of Waitsfield, said she likes that Balint
was involved in public education, is a gay woman and
is community oriented. Her husband Lyndon Virkler
added that he supports Balint because she “pro-choice
and pro-democracy.”

Meanwhile, it’s a difficult race for Republicans. GOP
state Sen. Randy Brock said he likely will not cast a vote
for any of the candidates. He said he hasa good working
relationship with Balint in the Senate but that politi-
cally they are not compatible.

“Becca is essentially largely a progressive in many
ways. I'm concerned about that approach to govern-
ment generally,” he said.

Brock said he's also not well aligned with Madden,
the Republican running as an independent, and that he
does not support the libertarian candidate.

Balint, who has two children with her wife, an attor-
ney, hopes her campaign, if successful, will inspire more
people to run for office, “whether they're LGBTQ
young people, people of color, people who come from
working class backgrounds who never imagined that
they could run for office”

“I never thought I'd be where I am right now.” she
said.

Mombian
Continued from page 1

ingto have to start at the bottom and work my way back
up again.”

She decided, however, that “T was going to do it as
me.” She faced harassment and discrimination in job
interviews—buc chis led her to begin researching em-
powerment, looking at systems of authority and power
and how they connect to human differences. From this,
she developed a process for “Empowering Differences,”
or “[bringing] together what makes you unique with
how to use that to grow in your lifc and empower oth-
ers along the way,” as she explains on her website.

Applying this leadership model to hersclf, she found
part-time work as a teller at PNC Bank. Within five
years, she had become the FORTUNE 500 company’s
national vice president of diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion, bringing her family out of poverty and back into a
bigger house, “all because of the will and determination
to fight against oppression.” She also became a board
member of GLAAD, the national LGBTQ media ad-
vocacy organization, where she was vice chair for two
years. Now, she owns her own company, Empowering
Differences, which offers motivational speaking, lead-
ership development, and organizational training (em-
poweringdifferences.com).

In living as herself, she was applying the first step in
her process of empowerment, “to know yourself.” This

has helped her as a parent, too. She explained, “When

you're navigating something within yourself and you're
not right, you can’t really drive empowerment for oth-
ers. | was so conflicted in my own self, in my journey
before transitioning, that I never even thought about
what it was like to move in the world for other people.”

‘When she began transitioning, she bought her kids
the book “My Princess Boy,” by Cheryl Kilodavis, about
a child, assigned male at birth, who likes to wear prin-
cess dresses. After her oldest son read ir, he said that its
lesson was that if someone was a friend, “then they're
your friend. Who cares about all this other stuff?”

She asked, “So if you had a friend that wore princess
dresses, they'd sdill be your friend?” He said yes.

Brundage then told him that she sometimes wore
dresses. When he didn't believe her, she showed him
a photo. “Oh wow, you're really pretry!” he exclaimed.
She didn’t assume the path forward would always be
smooth, but “ar least we started on a good note,” she
said.

Her kids are both teens now. “It’s like I exist in the
world only when they nced to car something,” she
joked. “I love them so much. My oldest at 17 is the
smartest human I know. My 15-year-old is like my mini-
me. He has the biggest heart and already knows what he
wants to do for a living.”

She advises other parents of teens “to be really pa-
tient.” When her kids were little, she said, “1 felt so
purposeful, that [ was always needed. Now it’s like I'm
almost never needed.... For new parents, cherish those
moments because they go so fast.” With teens, “Eventu-

ally, they will say, ‘Hey, [ nced something, but it might

come a lot slower than you are hoping.” She added, ‘I'd
like to think they still need us a litde bit even if they
don’t admic iv at that age.”

Brundage has garnered many accolades for her work,
including being named one of Florida’s Most Influen-
dal and Powerful Women by the National Diversity
Council and winning a Champion Award from Out
and Equal, an international nonprofit working for
LGBTQ workplace equality. This past June, she re-
ceived the Community Spirit Award from the Florida
Commission on the Status of Women. Although she
has spoken out against Florida Governor Ron DeSan-
tis (R) and the anti-trans legislation he supports, this
award came with a letter of congratulations from his
office, signed by DeSantis. She reflected, “Empower-
ment is apolitical and this is the ultimare proof point.”
At the same time, she said, “Gaining the recognition
for my commitment to women and girls in Florida was
a very ironic honor in many ways, especially consider-
ing much of my nomination was about empowerment
of all people, including the trans and gender expansive
community.”

At a time of rising anti-trans legislation in Florida
and around the country, when there is also deep divi-
sion in our nation around many identities and topics,
Brundage’s work to view our differences instead as em-
powering strengths feels both timely and necessary.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mom-
bian (mombian.com), a GLAAD Media Award-winning
blog and resource directory, with a searchable database of
1000+ LGBTQ family books, music, and more.

Rosendall

Continued from page 3

ic surge need o demonstrate our own resolve that it
will not be the new normal.

Another problem is self-fulfilling gloom. During the

Senate debate between John Fetterman and Mehmet
Oz in Pennsylvania on October 25, some Democrats
cringed over the lingering effects of Fetterman’s stroke.
%ickly, however, Qz’s statement that abortion deci-
sions are for “women, doctors, [and] local political
leaders” created new problems for Oz.

If we let ourselves become dispirited, it can spread

like a virus and leave us sadder, wiser, and less free. Let’s
wise up now. To quote President Obama: “Don't boo,
vote!”

Richard J. Rosendall is a writer and activist at rrosen-
dall@me.com.

Copyright © 2022 by Richard J. Rosendall. All rights

reserved.
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Portraits

Continued from page 1

and icons of the LGBTQ community in Bos-
ton. I have been wrestling with this vandalism
for four days trying to decide whether I should
give it any energy and address it. But I am at a
loss for words, saddened, and hurt to my core.

Not just for the works of art for John Huet
who put so much time into this project, creat-
ing these masterpieces; but also for the honor-
ces whose portraits have suffered vandalism. I
am so sorry, | couldn’t protect you from such a
traumatic experience. I am so sorry, that I have
exposed you in this way, Derek Young Jr., Beth
Chandler, Alia Cusolito and Julian Cyr.

It is gut wrenching to sce you having to en-
dure such hate and violence. I promise to do bet-
ter next time, even if it means [ have to protect
him with my own body. This act of violence on
your faces and your bodies is cruel, and I share
all the sentiments of pain that you may feel”

NOPI - Nonprofit Incubator posted:

“We are heartbroken to share this news about
one of our beloved programs. Portraits of Pride
is a beautiful display honoring LGBTQ leaders
of Boston during LBGT History Month, and

we strongly condemn this vandalism.

The Portraits of Pride exhibition has posi-
tively impacted our community in Boston and
beyond. To be defaced in such a violent way is
upsetting and unjust. We stand with the LG-
BTQ+ community and will continue to work
to empower LGBTQ leaders to fight against
inequity and hate. We will support Portraits of
Pride in returning next year and for many years
to come.”

The MFA Boston posted:

“We are shocked and saddened to hear about
the defacement of four photos by photographer
John Huet on Boston Common. Portraits of
Pride is a powerful photography installation
celebrating LGBTQIA + leaders including YW
Boston CEO and MFA trustee Beth Chandler.
These works of art are a testament to the many
people who make our community strong, show
how art can bring us together, and help us all
imagine and realize our future together. No art-
ist should be the subject of violence against their
work. We stand with the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity and condemn this act of violence in our
city”

An investigation by the civil rights unit of the
Boston Police Department is ongoing. There

have been no arrests.

STAY UP TO DATE WITH REAL
NEWS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

BAYWINDOWS.COM
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Serving our communily with pride

Jrom the beginning

J]JBodner

Insurance Agency of Boston

Auto Home Business Comdo  Pel Insurance

8 Clarendon S1 Boslon 617-437-9400

jibodner.com

is extremely proud to have been a part of
this Community for 40 years this Summer.
We are now part of the Tzell Travel Group,
a conglomerate of Travel Agencies in

New England providing extraordinary travel
services throughout New England and beyond.

Thanks to our combined powerful industry
sales power we can provide our clients
the best deals and rates in the Business.

5 STAR
 TRAVEL

SERVICES

5 STAR TRAVEL SERVICES m

One Appleton Street, Boston MA 02116 | 2ZND Floor
617-536-1999 e
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billy masters

Continued from page 1

T ended last week’s column mocking a friend who terms 99%
of the news as “heartbreaking”. A few hours later, I felt par of
my heart actually break when I got a call that Leslie Jordan
had died in a tragic car accident. I did what L always do—I tried
to make sense of it. I looked for details, for answers. But there
are no answers...none that would change the outcome. I find
it staggering that someone who had survived everything from
homophobia, alcoholism, addiction, the AIDS epidemic and
a pandemic would not survive a drive to work on a Monday
morming. Although the cause of his single-car collision is still
unclear (popular opinion assumes a medical issue led to his los-
ing control of his vehicle), I feel we should celebrate all he ac-
complished. From his scene-stealing performances, cult status,
Emmy win, social media following, and FOX sitcom, he was at
the peak of his powers. While he would have enjoyed all the trib-
utes from celebrity friends, Leslie would want to be remembered
for two things—for providing love and light to so many people.
My heart might be a bit broken, but the light will always remain.

My friendship with Leslie made it difficult to do last week’s
“Billy Masters LIVE”. I had planned to chat with singer-song-
writer Gabe Lopez (who was the opening act for Belinda Car-
lisle’s mini US tour) and radio personality and voice-over leg-
end Ben Patrick Johnson. But Leslic had died just a few hours
carlier, so that had to be addressed. I reached out to many of our
mutual friends, most of whom were to upset to appear. Special
thanks to my twins, Gary and Larry Lane. We were all friends
and they worked with Leslie many times. So I was grateful they
stopped by to share their memories. I'm not sure abourt the de-
tails of this week’s show, so I'd recommend you subscribe to our
YouTube channel at YouTube.com/BillyMastersTV or just check
out BillyMasters.com/TV.

If you had asked me, I would have predicted Leslie Jordan
would oudive Andy Dick...by decades! Dick has continued o
struggle with his demons—as is evidenced from numerous legal
snafus. Typically these incidents involve other people. But the
latest involves power tools. Alas, these were simple tools that
would be readily available at your local Home Depot. Accord-
ing to the Santa Barbara Police, he was actempting to flee the
scene of a home under construction with the tools. Bail was set
at $50K—which meant he had to come up with $5K to get out.
Alas, Dick was unable to raise the money and had to sit in jail
for over a week.

Someonc else who has dealt with addictions is Belinda Car-
lisle. That she has come our the other side was never more evi-
dent than last week at the Saban Theatre in Beverly Hills. Carl-
isle is in the midst of a rare US tour (well, a mini-tour), and she
may be in the best shape of her life. Vocally, she’s in solid form.
Physically, it’s as if time stood still. Watching Belinda cffortlessly
run through 90 minutes of her solo hits (and a handful of Go-
Go's tunes), one couldn’t help but notice she is constantly in mo-
tion. Maybe that's the secret of her youthful appearance. She's
back in the studio with Diane Warren (who was ar the show),
so hopefully we'll have some new music soon. In the meantime,
check out some fabulous footage from last week’s concert on
BillyMasters.com.

“Hocus Pocus 2" just made a bit of history. In three days, it
had more viewers than any other movie on a streaming service
for the entire month! The sequel came out on Seprember 30th
and when the rating period ended on October 2nd, it had been
viewed for more than 2.7 billion minutes—apparently that’s
how these things are calculated. It was only beaten by multiple
cpisodes of “Dahmer”—which, frankly, left a bad taste in my
mouth!

Adam Lambert has been in the Halloween spirit with his
“The Witch Hunt” concert tour. “I celebrate Halloween when
I'm on tour and even when I'm not on tour. I love this holiday,
and it’s exciting to put together a tour especially for Halloween.”
We certainly know Lambert likes to dress up. “On Queen tours,
T’m always trying to outdo my last look. Things are sparklingand
fringe is flying!” Every day is Halloween for Adam Lambert!

While I was in LA, I went to see “The Inheritance” at the

Gefen Playhouse. I missed both the London and Broadway
productions, so this was my first time secing this modernized
queer adapration of E.M. Forster’s “Howard’s End”. The par-
allels to another two-parter—"Angels in America”—are more
than structural. I was impressed by Matthew Lépez’s skillful
script, which was aided invaluably by an extraordinarily talented
cast. While I have nothing to compare it to, other reviewers say
this production and cast far exceeds the previous ones. Part 1
was dominated by Bill Brochtrup with a lovely portrayal of two
very different characters. In Part 2, Tuc Watkins gets to flex his
thespianistic muscles and lend gravitas and humanity to a dif-
ficult role. A trio of younger actors anchor the plays. Bradley
James Tejeda jumped into the production at the last minute
and masterfully portrays Adam and Leo (he understudied the
roles on Broadway). Juan Castano makes a strong impression
as golden boy Toby. However, it is Adam Kantor as Eric who
holds the show together with skill, charm, and immeasurable
talent. Should you be in the LA area, both parts of “The Inheri-
tance” run through November 27th. Get tickets and info at Gef-
fenPlayhouse.org,

My review of Harry Styles in “Don’t Worry Darling” was
somewhat tepid. I liked the movie (derivative as it may have
been) and felc Styles was completely competent. My one con-
cern is that he never took off a sticch of clothing—well, not in
front of the camera (rumors loom regarding what happened
behind the scenes). So, I'm pleased to see reviews for “My Po-
liceman” with ritles like: “Harry Styles naked gives us what we
came for” and “Harry Styles romps seven times wich men and
women in new film, ‘My Policeman™. But I need more details.
Two women and five men? I'm in. Five women and two men?
Gimme my money back. I remind you of what Harry said in an
interview: ‘I wasn'tnaked in ‘Don’t Worry Darling’. I was naked
in ‘My Policeman’ There’s no peen in the final cut. There’s bum
bum. I don't think the peen was intended to be involved. The
peen, it was pre-negotiated that would remain my own.” Some-
one needs to get that peen a better lawyer—and I have Gloria
Allred on speed dial!

Chakrapong “Anne” Chakrajutathib may not be a name
that rolls off the tongue, but she’s quite well known in Thailand
as a transgender businesswoman who has appeared on such
shows as “Project Runway” and “Shark Tank” And she’s added a
significantasset to her portfolio—she just bought the Miss Uni-
verse pageant for $20 million. She calls the pageant a “strong,
strategic addition to our portfolio. We seck notonly to continue
its legacy of providing a platform to passionate individuals from
diverse backgrounds, cultures, and traditions, but also to evolve
the brand for the next generation.” This is not the pageant’s first
connection with the trans community. In 2018, Angela Ponce
was the first openly trans woman to win Miss Spain. As a result,
she represented Spain in the 2018 Miss Universe pageant. The
next pageant takes place in January and will be held in New Or-
lcans. Now if only they'd only bring back Thomas Roberts as the
host. I'm just putting it out there.

Ryan Phillippe was recently reflecting on his role in “Cruel
Intentions”—particularly the infamous shower scene. “I fele
okay with my butt. Everyone has a butt, it’s really not that graph-
ic. So many guys on Twitzer are like, “That’s the moment Iknew I
was gay.” Alas, it didn't sway Phillippe. A few months ago, Ryan
joined Sarah Michelle Gellar and Selma Blair at an art instal-
lation based on the film. One of the paintings was a rendering of
Phillippc’s perfect posterior. The trio posed in front of the por-
trait, which you can sce on BillyMasters.com.

When we're waxing rhapsodically over Ryan’s ripe rump,
we've definitely come to the end of yet another column. Frankly,
I'm not sure Phillippe’s derritre needs any waxing—it looks
pretty smooth to me. Before I descend into that dark hole, let me
direct you to www.BillyMasters.com—the site that goes where
no man has gone before. If you have a question you'd like me to
tackle, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise
to get back to you before my next heartbreak! Until next time,

remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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Races

Continued from page 1

the US. House are running for re-election,
and half have a cakewalk to the next term:
Mark Pocan (Wisconsin 2nd), Mark Takano
(California 41st), David Cicilline (Rhode Is-
land 1st), and first-termer Richie Torres (New
York 15th). The others have a tougher road to
the finish line:

Sean Patrick Maloney (New York-17th
CD): Democrat Maloney is seeking his sixth
term to represent a district in New York. But,
because of redistricting, he had to choose
whether to run in District 18, his original dis-
trict, or District 17, where his home is located
under the new map. The complication: Dis-
trict 17 was the district being represented by
another openly gay representative, Mondaire
Jones. Much to Jones’ chagrin, Maloney chose
District 17. Now polls suggest Maloney’s race
against Republican candidate, state Assembly-
man Mike Lawler, is a toss up. And Jones' ef
forts to be on the 10th district ballot fell short.

Angie Craig (Minnesota-2nd CD): Min-
nesows 2nd Congressional district race is
always a nailbiter, including this year, as the
two-term Democrat faces the same Republi-
can opponent she bea by only two poings last
time. In the strangest of twists, just like during
the 2020 race, a third parry candidate’s name
is also on the ballot even though that person
is dead. In 2020, the dead candidate won six
percent of the vote (voters are not alerted ifa
listed candidare is deceased).

Chris Pappas (New Hampshire-1st CD):
Democrat Pappas, New Hampshire’s firsc
openly gay member of Congress, is running for

a third term in a congressional district that has
been split evenly among Democrats, Republi-
cans, and non-affiliated voters. After winning
his first term by 8.6 points, he won the sccond
term by 5.1 points. Now, former President
Trump has promorted a Republican challeng-
er, Karoline Leavitt, and fivethirtyeight.coms
analysis of the polls as of October 28 suggest
Pappas has a 4.8 point lcad. RealClearPolitics.
com says it leans Republican, Leavitt has spo-
ken out against trans women athletes and self-
accepted pronouns, and she would support
Florida-like “Don' Say Gay” legislation.
Sharice Davids (Kansas-3rd CD): Demo-
crat Davids is facing her 2020 challenger and
a more Republican-leaning district this year,
thanks to redistricting, The latest polling indi-
cates Davids has a strong lead (14 points), sug-
gesting that abortion may be more of a factor
there. Kansas voters in August overwhelming
rejected an effort to give the state legislature
power to ban all abortons in the sate. Da-
vids supports the right of women to obtain an
abortion; her Republican opponent Amanda
Adkins says she’s “pro-life” but thinks the issue
should be decided at the state level, not federal

government.

US. House challengers: The Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund is supporting eight new
candidates for Congress this year:

Becca Baline (Vermont-Ar-Large CD):
Democrar Baling, president pro tem of the
Vermont Senate, is making her first bid for the
state’s one US. House seat and is expected to
win casily against Republican Liam Madden.

Eric Sorenson (Illinois 17th CD): Demo-
crat Sorenson is given a slight odds to win this
open seat previously won by a Democrat by a

narrow margin.

Jasmine Beach-Ferrara  (North  Caro-
lina 11th CD): Democrar Beach-Ferrara is a
county commissioner, ordained minister, and
LGBTQ activist in the state. She’s vying for
an open seat vacated by a Democrat near the
more progressive Asheville area.

Robert Garcia (California 42nd CD):
LongBeach Democratic Mayor Garcia is hop-
ing to win a new congressional seat in that
state. Fivethirtyeight predictshe s “very likely”
towin.

Will Rollins (California 41st CD): Demo-
crat Rollins is a former prosecutor who has
worked on cases against some of the January 6
insurrectionists. He’s running against an anti-
gay incumbent who has a zero score on LG-
BTQvotes in Congress.

Jamie McLeod-Skinner (Oregon Sth CD):
Democrat McLeod-Skinner has a fighting
chance to win her first bid for Congress.
Fivethirtyeight says the education, health, and
clean water activist is in a “dead heat” with
her Republican opponent. She’s also won the
endorsement of the state’s biggest newspaper,
The Oregonian.

Heather Mizeur (Maryland 1st CD):
Democrat Mizeur, a former state legislator, is
given very licle chance of unseating the pro-
Trump incumbent in her district, despite her
impressive campaign for governor eight years
agol

Robert Zimmemman (New York 3rd CD):
Democrat Zimmerman has a decent chance o
win his bid for this open seat, previously held
by aDemocrat. He’s a former aide to members
of Congress and political commentator.

© 2022 Keen News Service. All rights re-
served.

National Briefs
Continued from page 2

these values,

“As PFA members, we understand the
power of collective bargaining and the funda-
mental rights of all workers to form and join a
union,” Danny Vukovicadds.

Football Australia said the video follows
almost two years of consultations berween the
Socceroos, the players’ union, and Football
Australia with a number of global organiza-
tions including Amnesty International, the
sport’s world governing body and FIFPRO,

theglobal players organization.

Qatar’s ruling emir this week lashed out ac
criticism of his country over its preparations to
host soccer’s marquee urnament, describing
it as an “unprecedented campaign” targeting
the first Arab nation to hold the tournament.

Qatar has repearedly pushed back, insist-
ing the country has improved protections for
migrant workers and claiming the criticism is
outdared.

In a televised speech Tuesday, Sheikh Ta-
mim bin Hamad Al Thani said Qatar “has
been subjected to an unprecedented campaign
that no host country has ever faced.”

“The campaign tends to continue and ex-

pand to include fabrications and double stan-
dards thar were so ferocious that it has unfor-
tunately prompted many people to question
the real reasons and motives,” he said.

Last month, cight of the 13 European
teams which qualified for the tournament
said their captains will wear an armband with
a heart-shaped, multi-colored design at games
to support the “One Love” campaign against
discriminaton.

The gesture is a clear breach of FIFA rules. It
also reflects uncase ar home abour taking soc-
cer's biggest event to Qatar, where homosexual
acts are illegal. Qatar says LGTBQ fans won't
face arrest.
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For All Seasons

Trustworthy cleaning services to meet your needs
*Houses, apariments and commercial
«Schedule that works best for you,

weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
*All routine housework, plus special dean-up jobs
sOwner supervised cleaning crew and ensures quality
Excellent references and compefifive rates

S, Cleaning hy Judy
N\ 617-895-1472

ECTRIGAL

Letters
Policy

Bay Windows welcomes
letters to the editor.

All letters must be signed
and accompanied by a
mailing address and phone
number. Because of space
limitations, letters should
not be more than 200 words.

e-mail:
letters.baywindows

@gmail.com

LAPOINTE & DAYSLLC

TTelping People Find Solutions.

Please call for an appointment: 617-738-1919
www.lapointedays.com

T+ Planning »

lls » Trusts » Frobate » Heal Estate » Medi

id Planming

Proviping QUALITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BosTON AREA

D’S ELECTRIC

REesipENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A
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BPDA INCOME-RESTRICTED HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

5-10 St. George Street, South End, MA 02118

2 Income-Restricted Homeownership Units

# of Units # of Bedrooms Square Footage Price Maximum Income Limit (% AMI)

2 3-Bedroom 1,200 $368,500 80%-100%

Maximum Income Limits
(set by the BPDA + based on Household Size + AMI)

Household Size 80% AMI 100% AMI
1 $78,550 $98,150
2 $89,750 $112,200
3 $100,950 $126,200
4 $112,150 $140,200
5 $121,150 $151,450
6 $130,100 $162,650

Maximum Asset Limit:

80%-100% AMI
$100,000

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate.

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit:
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/fags#application-lottery-questions

Applications are available during the application period, from Monday,
October 31st, 2022, through Wednesday, November 16th, 2022.

To request an online application, visit: www.10StGeorgeLottery.com.

To have a hard copy of the application mailed to you, please email
10StGeorge@MaloneyProperties.com or call (617) 639-3064 Ext 739

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, November 16th, 2022,
Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.
Attn: 10 S5t. George Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481

« Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply.

« Preference for Boston Residents.

« Preference for First Time Homebuyers

« Two person minimum requirement, preference for households with one person per bedroom.
« Minimum 3% down payment required

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations,
please call (617) 639-3064 Ext 739 or email 105tGeorge@MaloneyProperties.com

(b))
2N

Equal Housing Opportunity
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