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As the season winds down, here’s
a roundup of some of the best
LGBTQ+-inclusive  picture  books
published over the summer—an ar-
ray of stories highlighting a range of
topics.

Community and Allyship

“We're All in This Together,” by Er-
nie Young, illustrated by Sarah Walsh
(Liccle  Bee):  “Everybody cooks./
Everybody eats. Everybody cleans./
Everybody helps. We're all in this to-
gether,” says this cheery board book
about sharing and community. Queer
people are a welcome part of the di-
verse neighborhood, as we sce a drag
story hour in one scene and a two-

mom family in another.

“Like That Eleanor] by Lee Wind,
illustrated by Kelly Mangan (Cardinal
Rule): Eleanor’s dads named her after
Eleanor Roosevelt, who was dedicat-
ed to fairness. When the young Elea-
nor’s teacher asks girls and boys to sit
on opposite sides of the room for an
activity, Eleanor notices a nonbinary
classmate’s discomfort, and takes ac-
tion to emulate her namesake and be
a real ally. Eleanor has light tan skin
and dark curly hair; one dad is Black
and one White.

Emotions and Personal Growth
“Embarrassed Ferret,” by Lisa Fren-
kel Riddiough, illustrated by Andrea

A Dozen New LGBTQ+ Picture Books on
Family, Heritage, Heroes, and NMore

by Dana Rudolph | drudolph@ b
contributing writer
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Tsurumi (Disney-Hyperion): Ferret
walks confidently to school with one
of her two moms—but trips on the

way in. The embarrassing moments

see MIOMBIAN, page 7

The assassination of Charlie Kirk
on a Utah college campus on Sep-
tember 10 was shocking and repre-
hensible. America is in a dark period;
it cannot be brightened by means of
political violence.

The shooting occurred in an envi-
ronment of political vitriol. Before
there was a suspect, the MAGA right
rushed to blame Democrats. Liberal
commentators received death threats.
Historically Black colleges and uni-
versities were also threatened.

As it turns out, the 22-year-old ar-
rested in the murder, Tyler Robinson,
is from a white, Republican, gun-lov-
ing houschold.

I gasped when I saw that Kirk had
died. His death was the last thing any
decent person could want.

So what are we to do? We can begin

by examining the truch. Despite his
smiles, Kirk was a Christian nation-
alist with a record of insulting Black
people, women, immigrants, gay and
trans people. The Southern Poverty
Law Center wrote that Kirk’s group,
Turning Point USA, “cxploits com-
plicated feelings of insccurity and
anxicty to manufacture rage and mo-
bilize support to revive and maintain
a white-dominated, male supremacist,
Christian social order.”

Trump has announced plans to
award Kirk a posthumous Presidential
Medal of Freedom, Good for him, but
we should not use martyrdom to nor-
malize extremism.

Kirk was a provocateur. Deploring
his murder does not require white-
washing his record.

Trump himself has openly encour-

Ain’t nobody here but us chickens
Violence Is fed by lies and provocations

by Richard ). Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.net
contributing writer

aged violence at rallies, not to men-
tion inciting an insurrection in an
effort to overturn the 2020 eection,
and later pardoning the insurrection-
ists,

Trump quickly used the assassina-
tion to demonize the “radical left” —
thus not only leaping to conclusions,
but ignoring the murder of Minne-
sota lawmaker Melissa Hortman and
her husband Mark; the arson artack
against Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Sha-
piro; and the mockery with which
Republicans responded to a brutal as-
sault against Paul Pelosi, to cite a few
examples.

My friend Robert Naylor, a long-
time journalist, wisely cautioned on
Facebook: “Public debates can create

see ROSENDALL, page 2

Overturning marriage equality is
now a present threat. Many of the
issues both POC and LGBTQI+
Americans confront in Trump's first
term - health care, unemployment,
housing, immigration, voting rights,
among others -are front and center,
again, and on the chopping block.
And the fear is palpable. “T think it’s
going to go away. I don’t know what's
going to happen to those already mar-
ried, but there are a lot of benefits
Pat of West Palm Beach, Florida, told
me, “What would that be? A forced
divorce?”

Put a ring on it

With this threat looming large,
many LGBTQ+ couples are dash-
ing to the altar. The thought of many
more former Kentucky county clerks
like Kim Davis becomes a nightmare.
Davis is infamously known for refus-
ing to issue marriage licenses to same-

sex couples in 2015, and this August,

Marriage Equality
on the rocks

v &y Rev. Irene Monroe
27 contributingwriter

Photo via Adobe Firefly.

she formally petitioned the Supreme
Court to overturn “Obergefell v.
Hodges.”

“I told a nephew who's gay, young,

see MONROE, page 3

GUEST OPINION

Jones v. Mahaniah is a Blatant
Attempt to Safeguard Anti-LGBTQ+
Discrimination and Abuse

Submitted by
The Massachusetts
Transgender Political Coalition

The Massachusetts Transgender
Political Coalition (MTPC) is dis-
mayed at yer another attempt to
weaponize faith and religious beliefs
against transgender and nonbinary
people in Massachuserts in Jones v.
Mahaniah, a case filed in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for Massachusetts. This
is a blatant attempr to use the court

system to oppose the rights and safecy
of transgender and nonbinary youth
in our Commonwealth, and safeguard
the discriminatory and abusive prac-
tices of anti-transgender individuals
and groups in this statc.

First and foremost, we repudiate
the claim that this policy discrimi-
nates against anyone based on their
faith. Being a Christian does not au-

ically mean that

isop-

see GUEST OPINION, page 2

“It never got there...but everything else.”

- Charlie Sheen, when answering Bill Maher’s question about his role in gay sex—"Which were you?”
Charlie clarified—"You mean when you’re changing the fitted sheet and it says Top or Bottom?”

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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Rosendall

Continued from page 1

anillusion that both sides have equally valid per-
spectives, even when one side promotes harm-
ful or dishonest views. Mainstream media, in
which I worked for more than three decades,
further legitimize this by prioritizing ‘balance’
over truth.”

Just as we cannot resolve our nation’s prob-
lems through violence, we cannot do it with
lies, provocations, or performative neutrality.

The normalizing of Trump’s transgressions
reminds me of a song my father used to sing for
my siblings and me, a 1946 hit by LouisJordan:

“There ain’t nobody here but us chickens,

There ain’t nobody here at all.

So quiet yourself and stop that fuss.

There ain’t nobody here but us.”

The song tells of a chicken thief who, when
caught, pretends to be one of the chickens.
Trump is just che type: he always evades re-

sponsibility for his own actions. He routinely
trashes opponents, He is notorious for his com-
pulsive lying,

Washington’s lovely late summer weather
contrasted with Trump's takeover of our police
and his sending federalized National Guard
troops and Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment police onto our strects. He justified the
federal occupation with alic about crime being
out of control when in fact it was down.

Trump sows chaos to further his dictatorial
ambitions. Let us disappoint him by keeping
our protests nonviolent.

Somechow, it makes perfect sense in the
MAGA mind to use violent rhetoric with
abandon, insist on people’s right to carry semi-
automatic weapons in the streets, then blame
the tragic results on the very Democrats who
are proposing stronger gun control.

Speaking of which, T agree with Elie Mystal,
who writes in The Nation, “I do not think the
constant drumbeat of death and violence at our
nation’s schools is an acceptable price to pay for

the freedom to own a private arsenal, T don't
think the Second Amendment should beinter-
preted as a murder-suicide pact.”

To overcome the madness, we must resist be-
ing caught up in the rancor. This is hard for me
when [ see the likes of Rep. Nancy Mace, now
a candidate for governor of South Carolina,
double down on her rhetorical rage. She makes
a particular point of demonizing trans people.

T hope Speaker Mike Johnson figures out
how to keep members of Congress safe. I wish
success to Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, who urged
people to “log off, turn off, touch grass, hug a
family member, go out and do good in your
community”

‘When we vote for leaders who appeal to the
best in us and not the worst, we may again be
touched, in Lincoln’s words, by the better an-
gels of our nature.

Richard Rosendall is a writer and activist who
can be reached at rrosendall@me.com.

Copyright @ 2025 by Richard J. Rosendall.
Al rights reserved.

Guest Opinion

Continued from page 1

posed to supporting, affirming, and including
queer and trans people. We know from our long
history of working alongside faith leaders and
congregations in the Commonwealth that this
is patently false. This is exemplified by MTPC’s
MA Trans Interfaith Network which works to
uplift and support clergy, congregations, and
laypeople who seek to affirm, include, and pro-
tect LGBTQ+ people in their communities,
including many Christian congregations and
clergy members.

This policy does not discriminate against
any individuals or families because of their
religion: it only bars them from enacting dis-
criminatory and abusive behaviors against fos-
ter children who they have agreed to provide
a temporary home. If they believe these agree-
ments, policies, and expected behaviors are in
opposition to their religious beliefs, then it is
their responsibility to abstain from participat-
ing as they cannot guarantee a safe home for
these children.

“Although these families say that they can of-
fer safc and loving homes, their actions may not
line up with their words,” says Finn Gardiner,

Advocacy & Organizing Manager at MTPC,
“If they refuse to acknowledge a child’s chosen
name Rnd panDunS OT restrict [hﬁir access to
transition, then they're not providing a safe and
loving home; they're putting them at great risk
for harm.”

Research by The Trevor Project has not only
shown that LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to
be in foster care, but that 40% of transgender
youth in foster carc reported being forced out of
their homes or abandoned due to their gender
identity.! Furthermore, LGBTQ+ youth who
have experienced housing instability are nearly
three times more likely to consider suicide and
more than three times more likely to accempt
suicide than their LGBTQ+ peers who have
stable housing*

“Preventing a child from understanding or
embracing their LGBTQ identities does not
stop them from being their true authentic self”
says Kelsey R. Grunstra, MTPC's Depurty Di-
rector. “However, it does cause significant emo-
tional and psychological harm to thesc children,
and in a frighteningly large number of cases,
leads to considerations and attempts of suicide.”

By age 18, over 40% of trans youth who are
raised in unsupportive and non-affirming family
environments have accempted suicide - in com-
parison with 5% of the gencral population by

the same age.* The only way to reduce suicidality
in transgender youth is to support them, affirm
their identities, and allow them ro live in align-
ment with their gender.

However, we also believe thar this policy
has been implemented in a way that purs the
entire burden on current or prospective foster
families to be prepared for creating an affirm-
ing home for LGBTQ+ youth without offer-
ing resources or guidance for them. Foster care
is a shared responsibility between the state and
the foster families—and the state should not be
leaving foster families without the support they
need to be prepared for these situations. Under
the “What supports are there for me?” section
of the Foster and Adoptive FAQs, there are no
resources listed to support foster families in sup-
porting or affirming LGBTQ+ children in their
home.* We strongly encourage the Department
of Children and Families and the Executive Of-
fice of Health and Human Services to live up
to their end of this agreement and provide the
support and resources necessary for both foster
families and children.

The Massachusetts Transgender Political Co-
alition works to ensure the wellbeing, safety, and
lived equity of all trans, nonbinary, and gender
expansive community members in Massachu-
setts.

©2025 Bay Windows, Inc.

PO BOX E14,
Boston, MA 02127

Publishers Emeritus:
Jeff Coakley
Sue O'Connell

Editorial:
Editor-in-Chief
Sue O'Connell
sue baywindows@gmai.com

Contributing Writers:

Judah Leblang « Billy Masters « Richard J. Rosendall
Dana Rudolph « Rev. I

rene Monros
Becker

Letters to the Editor:
letters. baywindows @gmail.com
News tips:
news.baywindows@gmail.com

Calendar listings:
news.baywindows@gmail.com

Announcements;
announcements.baywindows@gmail.com

Advertising:
Display Advertising
sales@baywindows.com

Classified Advertising:
classifiedads @baywindows.com

Editorial Design Manager: Julie Walker Palmer

Fine Print: Bay Windows is a copyrighted publication. Any
stories or photos contained herein may not be reproduced in
whole orin panmhmhaxprssswﬁnsnpstnismmtﬁ

publisher. Bay Wir notassume
ity for typographical efrors in advertisements. Questions or
‘complaints i it

biling department within seven days of publication in order
for adjustments to be made to the account. We reserve the
right o use our discretion in acoepting o rejecting advertis-
ing copy. Bay Windows is not responsible for damages due
to typographical emars, except for the cost of replacing ads
that havertypographicalermors caused by our negiigence. Bay
Windows is published every Thursday of the year. We offer
First Cl Single Copies Frea. Mutipk

may be avalable, with prior approval, for 50 cents. amrfby
contacting the Bay Windows business office.

Rivendell Media
National Advertising Representative
2122426863 | rivendellmedia.com

FOUNDING MEMBER

National
Gay Media

Association

‘(// VERIFIVED

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.

SculpSure

25 minutes, 25% less fat!

* No Inasions

* MiNvaL DIsSCOMRORT
* No DOWNTIME

* No COMPRESSIONWEAR

* PO - cleaned lasen heatiment for won

COSMETIC AND
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND

CERTIFIED BY THE
AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY

* Treated patients saw upp to E5% {at neduction with owr treatment
Visit http://www.cynosure.com/product/sculpsure/

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

617-965-9500 + WWW.RICKSILVERMAN.COM

Ty

BOSTON

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unique needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com

Page 2 of 8




Monroe

Continued from page 1

22, to get married last year because we don’t
know,” Pat said. Former Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton echoed the same sentiment. On the
“Raging Moderates” podcast in August, Clinton
strongly advised couples to get married before
SCOTUS overturns it. “Anybody in a commit-
ted relationship out there, in the LGBTQ com-
munity, you ought to consider getting married,”
she said, “because I don’t think they’ll undo
existing marriages, but I fear they will undo the
national right.”

Clarence Thomas'’s goal

In a Trumped-up Supreme Court, SCOTUS
has been his enabler. Justice Clarence Thomas
faulted the Supreme Court for refusing to block
marriage equality in Alabama twice - in 2015
and in 2022. Targeting marriage equality has
been his goal since its passage.

Shortly after the SCOTUS overtumned “Roe
v. Wade” in the “Dobbs v Jackson Women's
Health Organization” case in 2022, Clarence
Thomas seized the moment to insert his opinion
stating “[W]e have a duty to ‘correct the error’
established in those precedents. “ Clarence fur-
ther stated that the landmark decision “should
reconsider” its past rulings codifying the rights
to contraception, same-gender intimacy, and
marriage equality. Surely, he jests, I choughe,
because of Thomas’s interracial marriage, which
marriage equality is built upon. Moreover, the
slippery slope is one he, too, could confront,
once SCOTUS climinates federal protection
for loving who you choose. The irony here is
that many of the civil rights gains thac ascended
Thomas to the highest court in the land, he now
wants to dismantle.

Last year, the country celebrated 9 years since
the “Obergefell v. Hodges” decision, allowing
us LGBTQ+ Americans the fundamental right
to marry nationwide. However, while Justices
Thomas and Alito dissented in Obergefell in
2015, the broad public support that both par-
ties once embraced has now waned among Re-
publicans,

According to the Gallup Poll, in 2025, sup-
port for marriage equality among Democrats
rosc to 88%. Republicans’ support, which
peaked at 55% in 2021 and 2022, has dropped
to 41%, the lowest point since 2016, follow-

ing the Obergefell decision. With Republicans
dominatingall branches of government, there is
concern whether Biden’s “Respect for Marriage
Act’, signed into law in 2022, would be upheld,
instead of marriage equality being thrown to
the stares. Trump appointed 234 federal judges
during his first term. Lambda Legal found that
about 40% of his appeals court appointees had
records of ant-LGBTQ+ bias, and they will
remain on the bench long after he’s gone. LG-
BTQ+ Americans in Red States especially have

Concerns.

Benefits up in the air

There are 1,138 federal benefits and hun-
dreds of state-specific benefits that heterosexual
couples take for granted. Denying these benefits
will cause fnancial instability and immense
stress. “Being a widow, all the federal benefits
have benefited me;” Pat stated. “I'm on spousal
Social Security and not paying taxes on our joint
money, is that going to go away?

Jim Obergefell, not an activist of any sort,
never expected to be a cause célebre. But when
he sued his home state of Ohio for refusing to
recognize him as the widower of his deceased
spouse, the lawsuit made its way to the highest
court., Jim Obergefell, then 48, the lead plainciff
in the four marriage equality cases collectively
known as “Obergefell v. Hodge," is now hang-
ing in the balance once again.

With victory comes backlash.

Ratifying marriage cquality was the right
thing to do and should notbe repealed. Oberge-
fell’s victory expanded the nation’s understand-
ing of marriage as a fundamental right awarded
to all people. However, if Roe v. Wade can be
overturned after fifty years, so too can marriage
equality, highlighting that no ones rights can be
taken for granted.

Sherry’s a married lesbian tired professor of
nursing stated 'I'm aware now that what we
take as a right is always conditional. *

Sadly, that’s true. I have married over 250
LGBTQ+ couples since 2004, when it was le-
galized in Massachusetts, to the presenc day.
Each onc was an honor to officiate. When in-
terviewed for Massachusetts' 20th anniversary
of marriage cquality, a newsman asked to sce
my photos; I have hundreds of them. I had to
sort them into three piles: deceased, divorced,
and still together. However, I never imagined
the day would come when I'would have to stop.
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY" and does not

(bik-TAR-vee)

replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:
Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. Your
healthcare provider will test you for HBV. If you have
both HIV-1and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse
if you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking
BIKTARVY without first talking to your healthcare
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly
for several months, and may give you HBV medicine.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults and children who
weigh at least 55 pounds. It can either be used in people
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people
who are replacing their current HIV-1medicines and
whose healthcare provider determines they meet
certain requirements.
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1is the
virus that causes AIDS.
Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

dofetilide

rifampin

any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
Have or have had any kidney or liver problems,
including hepatitis infection.
Have any other health problems.
Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. Tell your
healthcare provider if you become pregnant while
taking BIKTARVY.
Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Talk to your healthcare provider about the risks of
breastfeeding during treatment with BIKTARVY.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines

you take:
Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-
counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and
herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist.
BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

) GILEAD

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:
Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.

Changes in your immune system. Your immune
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections
that may have been hidden in your body. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.
Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious but rare medical emergency that can
lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more
tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of
breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea
and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy
or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.
Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away

if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part

of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine,
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several

days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in
clinical studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%),

and headache (5%).

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have

any new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.

You are encouraged to report negative side

effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit

www.FDA.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor

your health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION

This is only a brief summary of important information
about BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or
pharmacist to learn more.

Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.

If you need help paying for your medicine,

visit BIKTARVY.com for program information.
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Ly BIKTARVY®

hictegravir 50mg/emtricitabine 200mg/
tenofovir alafenamide 25mg tablets

7 years
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'YStori .om v

Sixty-something years
of to tell

Hugo is still undetectable with BIKTARVY. Undetectable means the virus
in his blood is so low that it can’t be measured in a lab test.

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in certain adults.
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

*This information is an estimate derived from the use of information under license from the following IQVIA information service: /QVIA LAAD,
for the period July 2018 through July 2024. IQVIA expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important warnings, on the previous page
and at BIKTARVY.com.
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billy masters

Violence is never the answer. And I say that as someone with
a big mouth (you're welcome). If someone was going to be a
targer, I'd be at the top of the list. In 30 years, I've pissed off just
as many as I've titillated. T own that, and am happy to suffer the
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune—as long as they aren’t
real arrows (real slings are fine). I have taken issue with people
and then run into them days later. But you know what’s never
happened? Nobody’s ever taken a swing at me. The most violent
act was when a gay celebrity couple threw a dinner roll at me.
I mean—carbs! For the most part, people are civilized. Could
we keep it that way?

Which brings us to Tyler Perry. I've not had any major in-
teraction with him, so there is nothing personal in this story.
We've heard it all before, Mogul meets hot cater waiter. They
exchange digits. Cater waiter gets cast on the mogul’s show.
Mogul makes a pass. Whiter declines. Waiter is killed off the
show. Nothing to see here—move along. Still, you may ask if T
have a problem with any of that? Not really. If everyone’s get-
ting what they want, great. If someone isn’t and they want to
end the “association”, that’s also fine with me, ngd pro quo.

Since we've discussed the specifics of this story before, why
are we going into it again? Because said waiter, Derek Dixon,
did an interview with ABC News last week. It doesn’t sound
like he’s backing down or even considering a settlement. He
feels that he was sexually harassed on a job and is going for-
ward with his suit. How do I feel about that? Again, fine with
me, If a line was crossed and he legally prove that, great, But is
it worth $260 million? That’s a whole lotta pigs in a blanket.
When asked how he came up with that amount, he said, “Part
of that number is my lost job, my lost income, the loss of the
show. The other part of that is a deterrent for..you know, how
doyou stop a billionaire who won't stop themselves from doing
this” Thank you, Derek, but you lost me at the word “million”.
I call that a money grab. You got a job. You got paid for the
job. You also got some additional “perks”. You said no, and got
fired. If you want to suc to get what you would have been paid
for another couple of seasons, fine. $260 thousand sounds more
reasonable to me. But millions? I don't think so.

Let’s move onto another mogul—Andy Cohen. On his Siri-
usXM show, a listener commented on how good he looks and
asked ifhe’s been on Ozempic. So he went public and admitted
thathe’s used one of those weight loss drugs to drop those pesky
extra 25 pounds. Here’s part of his response: “Given that for 20
years I have been asking people about their body regimens and
that I've been precty vocal about every time I go on a dict...I do
think it would be completely hypocritical not to share that I
did this summer losc a good chunk of weight by micro-dosing
a GLP-1 all summer...I was really unhappy with my weight. My
doctor and I talked about this last year, had recommended a
GLP-1 a few times—to not only address what I was fecling
about my weight, but treat plaque in my arterics and high blood
pressure...and I finally said yes. And I have to say it really helped
me with craving, which [ was having a very hard time with, and
raally forcing myself to be more disciplined with my dict and
with working out.” Should you want to hear his full response,
head on over to BillyMasters.com.

In arelated story, Chelsea Handler has announced plans for
some plastic surgery of her own. While I doubr she’s a newbie
to the scalpel, she just announced that she wants to have her
cars done, While fingering her lobes, she said, “You sece my
cars? How they're a little bit flappy? They look like labia. They
look like they’ve been stretched out like a labia2” I do hope
she doesn’t end up with a gay plastic surgeon—he'll have no
idea what she’s talking about. She added, “When I do my neck
thing, I'm gonna get my ears trimmed.” Finally, some body
parts | recognize.

“The Bold and the Beautiful” is about to introduce their first
gay couple. I'm surprised this is a first for the show because back
in 2015, “B&B” had a transgender character! And that person
MARRIED into the main family on the show! Sure, the trans
role was played by a non-trans actor—but that’s showbiz. As to

the current situation, the soon-to-air gay couple will be com-
prised of Christian Weissmann—who plays Remy, a troubled
stalker of one woman and a quasi-accomplice of another who
has committed at least two murders and is suddenly back from
the dead. Somehow he’s going from that to actor Harrison
Cone, who will be playing an aspiring designer. Stay tuned.

I'm sure none of you expect me to talk about Taylor and
Kelce. You're far more interested in one of her backup danc-
ers. Jan Ravnik previously appeared in Mariah Carey’s 2020
Christmas special, danced behind Paula Abdul during her
Vegas residency, and even did “something” with Bruno Mars.
He was also named “Best Dancer of Slovenia”..twice! Obvi-
ously Melania wasn't in the running! This season he’ll be heat-
ing things up on “Dancing with the Stars”. Jan has bypassed
the “troupe” and has joined the show as a pro paired with that
Mormon chick.

Meanwhile on Broadway, “Oh, Mary!” has found a new
star once Jinkx Monsoon departs the production. Starting on
October 14th, Jane Krakowski will play the Widow Lincoln.
Now stop that—T can feel many of you out there rolling your
eyes. Who knows? She might be good. After all, she made her
Broadway debut way back in 1987 as a member of “Starlight
Express”. Admittedly, thac isn’t helping the argumenc—unless
Mary Todd suddenly decides to appear on roller skates! She's
scheduled to be in the show until December 7th.

The fall has been lictered with a handful of award shows.
The MTV Video Music Awards found Ricky Martin wich
a handful of junk.. his own! Getting ready for the show, the
waistband of his trousers had splic—an occupational haz-
ard quite common for those of us who don't allow for much
breathing room. Moments before going onstage, he was pho-
tographed on a sofa in his dressing room darning up those
darn slacks. Happily (or not), he managed to stitch in time for
his number. As I always say, waist not, want not.

Then there were the Creative Ares Emmys, where “Queer
Eye” won its seventh award for Questanding Scructured Real-
ity Program. What makes it more impressive is that the show
has only been on for nine seasons. The one time it lost was last
year, when “Shark Tank” snagged the award—and, let’s face
it..Antoni is no Barbara Corcoran! Those of you who got
more than 200 in your math SAT are probably chinking, “But
Billy—it’s been on for nine seasons. You say it won seven Em-
mys and lost only once, How is that possible?” Well, scasons
two and three both ran in 2018 (winter and summer)—so
that year’s win was for two seasons. The more you know...

As to the primetime Emmys, they just wrapped up mo-
ments before this was published. So, in licu of an “Ask Billy”
question, let us mention a few highlights. First, it must have
been pretty stcamy in that theatre—cvery forchead was glis-
tening—unless there’s some topical Botox I'm unaware of!
It’s always a bad sign when the least recognizable person in
the room is the host. And, sure, I expected Michael Urie to
get into “The Golden Girls” tribute. But Colin Farrell? Who
knew ? Polly Holliday was snubbed from the “In Memoriam”
segment, even though Linda Lavin was given a place of prom-
inence. I'm sure by the time you read this, we'll find out who
those kids were walking the winners off stage. I'm assuming
they have something to do with the Boy and Girl Scouts—ei-
ther that or someonc was casting a Benetton commercial (as-
suming Benetton seill exists).

When I'm looking to score a box of Thin Mints, we've
definitely come to the end of yet another column. What more
could you ask for? Misbehaving moguls, weight loss, plastic sur-
gery, and breaking news. Why, it like “60 Minutes®—without
that pesky stopwatch! While I enjoy my cookies, you can check
out www.BillyMasters.com—the site that is a favorite of many
Emmy presenters (we're very discreet). If you want to discuss
anything with me, send an e-mail to Billy@BillyMasters.com
and I promise to get back to you before Tyler Perry reveals he's
microdosing. Until next time, remember, one man’s filth is an-
other man’s bible.
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Mombian
Continned from page 1

continue, until the teacher herself farts—
and helps Ferret and the class realize that
embarrassing moments are actually quite
normal. Riddiough’s jaunty rhymes and
Tsurumi’s humorous illustrations make the
book delightful as well as helpful.

“Popcorn Bob Can’t Stop Popping.
by Maranke Rinck, illustrated by Martijn
Van Der Linden (Levine Qufrido): ‘The
anthropomorphic star of the eponymous
chapter book series here stars in his first
picture book. Bob explains to readers that
he sometimes “explodes” over big things, lit-
tle things, and when he doesn’t even know
why. He tries to calm himself via relaxation,
breathwork, exercise, and more—all ac-
tual techniques that readers can use, shown
amusingly through Bob's antics and his in-
teractions with his chosen family, a girl and
her two dads.

“Snow Kid." by Jessie Sima (Simon &
Schuster): When (nongendered) snow kid
Twig losesa hat, it triggers a series of discov-
eries and changes that make Twig question
their sense of self. Finally, Twig discovers a
community of snow people who show “all
the different ways there were to be a snow
person,” and Twig realizes the joy of not just
being, but becoming, Spare words and soft,
charming images tell a simple tale with a
powerful message.

Family and Heritage

“Night Hlight,” by David Barclay Moore,
illustrated by Briana Mukodiri Uchendu
(Candlewick): In this evocative and lovely

bedtime story, a young Black boy rakes
flight in his imagination while his two dads
arc out for the evening. Although the sitter
is kind, the boy clearly misses his parents,
and the book celebrates the warmth and
constancy of family love even when aparr.

“Dancing with Water; by Gwendo-
lyn Wallace, illustrated by Tonya Engel
(Kokila): Kit, a nonbinary Black child, has
a grandfather who is “magic,” able to sense
water with his dowsing rod. Clean water is
getting harder to find, but Grandpa shows
Kit how to listen for the water, and Kit
learns what it means to be connected to the
Earth, their ancestors, and their heritage of
environmental stewardship.

“Shabbat Is ..." by AJ. Sass, illustrated
by Noa Kelner (Little, Brown): Shabbat
can mean many different things and be ob-
served in many different ways, even by Jews
within the same synagogue. In his first pic-
ture book, Sass, best known for award-win-
ning middle grade novels, gives us a joyous
look at Shabbat through the eyes of a trio of
children with a diversity of skin tones and
racial identities. One has two moms and
another has a nonbinary cousin celebrating
their b'nai mitzvah.

“Fa La La Family] by Scott and Mark
Hoying, illustrated by Steph Lew (Henry
Holt): From Scote Hoying of acclaimed a
cappella group Pentatonix and his husband,
Mark Hoying, comes this cheery thyming
book about how “Christmas is for families!
Families of all kinds.” Family and Christmas
spirit are intertwined, the book conveys,
no matter what a family looks like.

Biography
“Ousside In and the Inside Our,’ by

Emmy Kastner (Viking): This biography
of Amnold Lobel, creator of the classic Frog
and Toad series, cleverly caprures some
of the charm and whimsy of Lobel's own
works. Kastner also thoughtfully shows
Lobel’s coming out after marrying a wom-
an and having two kids, then divorcing to
find love with another man.

“Spotlight on Cynthia Erivo,” by Eliza-
beth Dennis, illustrated by Hunter M.
Green Ruth Burrows (Simon Spotlight):
Performer Cynthia Erivo “shines in the
spotlight” and this simple biography
shows young readers how they can shine
like her, offering lessons from moments
in her life—including “live your truth)
shown on a page depicting Erivo with
Pride flags behind her, as we read, “She is
a proud member of the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity and hopes her activism will make it
easier for young people to be themselves.”

“Chappell Roan: A Little Golden Book
Biography,” by Cat Reynolds, illustrated by
Maria Lia Malandrino (Golden Books): A
cheery biography takes us from the pop
superstar’s childhood through the ups and
downs of finding musical success. It also
tells us chat she donates to LGBTQ+ or-
ganizations and “knows everyone should
have equal rights, no matter who they are
or who they love”—although it oddly nev-
er says that Chappell herself is queer. Still,
young readers should appreciate that she
stayed “truc to herself)” even if adults may
want to fill in some derails.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and pub-
lisher of Mombian (mombian.com), a two-
time GLAAD Media Award-winning blog
Jfor LGBTQ+ parents plus a searchable da-
tabase of 1,800+ LGBTQ+ family books.
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